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The City of Hardin is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 

Committee & Council Meeting 
of Tuesday, April 7, 2026 

 

Held by virtual meeting and the Public is invited to attend in person. 
 

 

Topics:  
City of Hardin 

Law Enforcement Committee Meeting – 04/07/2026    5:30 p.m. 
Council Meeting – 04/07/2026    6:30 p.m. 

 
 

Start Time:  5:30 p.m. Mountain Time 
 

The meeting will open at 5:15 p.m. 
 

If you will be logging into the Council meeting by: 
    Computer: Please identify yourself by submitting your first and last name by using the “Chat” function. 

            Phone:  Please identify yourself by stating your First and Last Name. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9897104479?omn=88222211362 

Meeting ID: 989 710 4479 
 

One tap mobile 

+17193594580,,9897104479# US 

+12532050468,,9897104479# US  
Dial by your location 

• +1 719 359 4580 US 
• +1 253 205 0468 US 

• +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
• +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

• +1 669 444 9171 US 
• +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 

• +1 309 205 3325 US 
• +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

• +1 360 209 5623 US 
• +1 386 347 5053 US 
• +1 507 473 4847 US 
• +1 564 217 2000 US 

• +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
• +1 646 931 3860 US 
• +1 689 278 1000 US 

• +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
• +1 305 224 1968 US  

Meeting ID: 989 710 4479 
   

 

   Meetings are Audio Recorded ONLY 
  Montana Legislature House Bill 890 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9897104479?omn=88222211362
tel:+17193594580,,9897104479
tel:+12532050468,,9897104479


  

  
 

   
406 North Cheyenne  

Hardin MT 59034 
(406) 665-9260 

 
Committee Meeting  

AGENDA 
 

April 7, 2026 
 

Council Chambers 
401 N. Cheyenne 

and by virtual meeting 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
                https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9897104479?omn=88222211362 

                    Meeting ID: 989 710 4479  

               One tap mobile 

                +17193594580,,9897104479# US 

                +12532050468,,9897104479# US 
 

 
 

 

                     PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
• Law Enforcement Committee Meetings                                               5:30 p.m. 

 
o Animal Control 

 
 

o Alcohol Sales 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                             
                                                                                                       Meeting adjourned at ____________   P.M. 
 

Meetings are Audio Recorded Only 
Montana Legislature House Bill 890 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9897104479?omn=88222211362
tel:+17193594580,,9897104479
tel:+12532050468,,9897104479


                                  The City of Hardin 
AGENDA 406 N. Cheyenne Avenue 
 Hardin, MT  59034 

April 7, 2026 
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 AUDIO RECORDING BEGINS   
 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:30 P.M.   
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    
 

ROLL CALL: Mayor: __________  
Alderpersons: Steven Hopes      __________         Clayton Greer __________         Chris Sharpe            __________ 
  George Toyne      __________         Jeremy Krebs  __________         Antonio Espinoza   __________ 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  
Law Enforcement        02/17/2026                      Special Council Meeting         03/12/2026 
Council Meeting           03/17/2026                      Closed Meeting                         03/17/2026                    Claims 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT (agenda items only):    
 
 
 

MAYOR:   
              

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
• Personnel Committee/City Policy: Mayor 
• Sewer & Water:  Hopes                                  
• Streets & Alleys:  Hopes      
• Law Enforcement: Toyne                Animal Control             Alcohol Sales                                             
• Parks & Playgrounds: Krebs            
• Finance/Landfill: Greer 
• Resolutions and Ordinances:  Sharpe  
• Economic Development:  Toyne 

 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 
 

PETITIONS & COMMUNICATIONS:   
 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
o Big Horn Hospital Outstanding Balance of Detainees - $50,451.17  

NEW BUSINESS: 
o WTP Butterfly valve - $ 6,737.85 plus freight 
o Towing Agreements – Rotation System 
o Take Him With You Event requests – Park use, porta potties and road closure 
o Landfill Agreement – Suspension of Services  
o Northcon, Inc. Pay App #9 - $ 927,804.19 
o Western Municipal Construction, Inc. – Lodge Grass Pay App #7-2   $ 604,288.87 
o Police Department Wage Matrix 
o Special Olympics Torch Run Hardin Police Department 
o Letter of Credit – LHSB 

 
 

STAFF REPORTS  
• Public Works:   
• Finance:      

• Police:             
• Legal:         
• Economic Development:  

 

RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES: 
Resolution NO. 2431 – Establish Wages for Hardin City Police Department Employees   
Ordinance NO. 2026-01 – Amending City Code Reflecting Legislative Changes to Accessory Dwelling Units 
                                                 and Mobile Homes 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
Sump Pump Reminder:  April through September 
 

Weed Mowing Bids:  Due Wednesday, April 8, 2026 by 2:00 p.m. 
 

Hardin Community Blood Drive: Thursday, April 9th – 12:45 p.m. to 5:45 p.m. at First Alliance Church 
 

Letters of Interest to serve on the Police Commission are due April 16, 2026 
 

Request for Proposals: Employee Group Benefits Coverage are due by 3:00 p.m. Friday, April 24, 2026 
 

Local Government Review Study Commission Meetings: 3rd Wednesday of each month, TBD Council Chambers 
 

City of Hardin Job Openings:  Full-time position: Police Chief.    
 

  Meeting adjourned at ____________P.M. 
AUDIO RECORDING ENDS 

 
 

Additions to the Agenda can be voted on by Council to add to the Agenda for the next Council meeting. 
Agenda items will need to be submitted by Wednesday noon before a Tuesday Council meeting.               



City of Hardin 

Law Enforcement Committee Meeting 

February 17, 2026 

The Law Enforcement Committee meeting began at 6:00 p.m.  In attendance 
were Committee members Antonio Espinoza, Chris Sharpe, and Clayton Greer. Council 
members George Toyne, Jeremy Krebs, Steven Hopes, and Mayor Riley Ramsey were also 
present.  City Staff members present were Finance Officer/City Clerk Andrew Lehr, Public 
Works Director Michael Hurff, Economic Development Director Tina Toyne, Attorney Jordan 
Knudsen, and Police Chief Paul George Jr., and several members of the public.  

The discussion was in regards to Dogs and Cats and Dispatch. 

The discussion began with revisiting the donation the City of Hardin provided to H.E.P. (Help 
Every Pet) Club for spaying and neutering of animals found within the City limits. Toyne voiced 
the problem is having a location for animals to go while in the possession of the City. In the 
past, the City had an agreement with Animal Care Center, which held two kennels that were 
paid for by the City. Currently, there are dog kennels near the treatment plant at the river and 
cat cages in a City shed, for animals in City possession. Discussion regarding the number of 
days an animal is held by the City of Hardin took place. Knudsen verified there is no legal 
guidance on the number of days an animal needs to be in possession, prior to euthanizing, but 
there is guidance on the administration of drugs. It is the City policy that animals not claimed 
within 5 days become property of the City of Hardin. At that point they can be euthanized or 
taken to a shelter. Discussion regarding the cost of feeding a dog or cat for 5 days occurred. 
The policy of 5 days in possession remained.  

Mayor Ramsey explained that animals who have been licensed by the City should have tags 
identifying that animal. Police Chief Paul George Jr. verified the Police Department does have 
a chip reader and reads each animal that in taken into possession. The Police Department 
receives calls when there is a missing or found animal. If an animal with a tag is found, Angela 
can typically identify the owner based on the tag, without a tag, she can typically identify 
owners based on description. Chief verified that any animal who has been in possession for 5 
days has not been claimed. Toyne discussed the need to have kennels that are safe from the 
elements and functional throughout the year and affordable for the City.  

Public Comment: 

Janelle Weinberg, owner of Lil Paws Pet Parlor and Bed-N-Biscuit, shared her observations in 
owning a kennel for 30+ years. If a structure is built, it must have concrete floors and not be on 
the ground, as that is the only way to properly disinfect. If an animal with Parvo is placed in the 
kennels, nothing will kill the Parvo and if a cat has Distemper, you cannot disinfect and kill 
that. Each dog should be in its own space. HEP has voiced concerns over this issue many times, 
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and have recently been asked to do Spay and Neuter clinics in Hardin. Typically, clinics are 
held in the summer as the animal can have the procedure and return home the same day. If there 
is a plan in place ahead of time, we can reserve spots during that clinic for City animals. 
Euthanasia is costly. The cheapest found is at $100, as to humanely euthanize, you must sedate 
the animal. In addition, when you have a facility, you are not just checking on them once a day. 
It’s not just providing food and water and expecting them to be fine.  

Alderman discussion continued. Toyne shared that if an investment is made in a nice facility 
and kennels, we don’t want to endanger it with sick animals. Janelle shared that the club recently 
received donated kennels from Stafford in the amount of $3,500 for 5 kennels, it is the cleanest 
and best way to do it. The facility in Sheridan provided a disinfectant that works that Janelle 
uses in her own facility. It is suggested to utilize that disinfectant one time per week, but with 
potentially sick animals, Janelle recommends one time per day. HEP can get vaccines at 
wholesale prices, and can offer that to the City. Janelle shared HEP can handle the cats, but the 
other rescues in town would need to handle the dogs, either way, the City needs to be involved 
as HEP is taking on all costs at this time. Janelle shared that she believes there are animals being 
dumped in and around town from other communities. If a kennel or facility is decided on, 
Janelle stated she would be willing to help design it and believes it could be done for $15,000.  

Mayor Ramsey shared that a decision was not going to be made during the meeting, but bringing 
the correct people to the discussion will help push it forward.  

The discussion shifted to the next agenda item, Dispatch. 

Mayor Ramsey recommended moving to a centralized dispatch system. The current contract 
with the City expires April 9, 2026, but they want a decision by March 1st. The current vendor 
is not willing to do a six-month contract, only one year. In discussion with Commissioner 
Vandersloot, it appears there is an open position on the Committee Board or Advisory 
Committee for dispatch, but an agreement needs to be made. Discussion regarding the contract 
being brought to council now, versus months ago was addressed. Chief shared that the plan was 
always to return to a centralized dispatch with the County. That is why Chief has purchased 
new radios and the CAD system, to have the same reporting system. If county is dispatched to 
a call, the City is receiving that information. Therefore, the March 1st deadline should not be 
rushed into. There was discussion regarding what number is called when in the City limits. 911 
versus 665-7900.  

Hopes suggested a Committee Meeting with Big Horn County should be held to discuss 
dispatch. Knudsen addressed that the cost has not been agreed upon and the City cannot be 
removed from the Dispatch Board, unless we vote and agree to be removed. The proposed 
agreement is $0 first year, can renegotiate but never go above what we are paying currently. If 
they don’t terminate, or kick us off, $55k per year. If we go back to the county for 3 years and 
they give us the boot, that is $165k. Hopefully they don’t do that. A contract that is sustainable 
over Councilmen and Commissioners would be ideal. Discussion regarding a public meeting 
with the City and County continued. Council discussed potential meeting days and times.  
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Public Comment:  
 
Rod Watson asked if the meeting would be open to the public. Mayor Ramsey responded “Yes.” 
 
Mayor Ramsey called for a Public Meeting to be held February 26, 2026 at the County.  

 
 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:01 p.m.  
 
  ______________________________________ 
  Antonio Espinoza, Law Enforcement Chairman 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Andrew Lehr, Finance Officer/City Clerk 
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THE COMMON COUNCIL  
CITY of HARDIN, MONTANA  
 
 
COUNCIL MEETING: The Special Council Meeting for March 12, 2026 was called to order 
at 6:00 p.m. with Mayor Riley Ramsey presiding by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following Aldermen were present:  Steven Hopes, George Toyne, Clayton Greer, Jeremy 
Krebs, Chris Sharpe, and Antonio Espinoza.  
 
Also present:  Finance Officer/City Clerk Andrew Lehr, Attorney Jordan Knudsen and Police 
Chief Paul George, Jr.  
 
Also present physically and by virtual meeting: Commissioner Larry Vandersloot, Attorney Jeanne 
Torske, and several members of the public. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: N/A 

  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

Dispatch  
 Interlocal Agreement with Big Horn County  
Mayor Ramsey reported he attended the Big Horn County Commissioners Meeting earlier in the 
day, in which changes to the agreement were made. Changes included changing the contract end 
date from 6/09/2029 to 6/09/2030 and correcting verbiage regarding “roads” versus “county 
roads.” Additionally, under “Damages” a change was made regarding unilateral termination of the 
contract. Toyne asked Commissioner Vandersloot why 2030 versus 2029, when the contract 
requires the contract to be reviewed every five years. Commissioner Vandersloot responded he 
prefers even years and the five-year review is to ensure the agreement is reviewed on a timely 
basis. Attorney Torske shared that Commissioners serve a six-year term, without a five-year 
review, you could theoretically have a commissioner in office who never has the opportunity to 
comment on the agreement. Espinoza asked if the contract was on an automatic renewal. Attorney 
Torske stated there is an automatic renewal clause written into the contract, but there is requirement 
it is to be reviewed by the parties every five-years. Mayor Ramsey confirmed the repeater will be 
in place and the contract would be in place prior to April 9th. Commissioner Vandersloot stated 
that Redtail is ready to go.  

 
Motion by Espinoza to approve the Interlocal Agreement with Big Horn County as written. Motion 
seconded by Hopes.  
Sharpe asked what other costs are included in this agreement. It was discussed that the School 
District and City of Hardin will each pay $1,000 for the use of the land. The County is paying 
$3,000.  
On a voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.   

 
Redtail Communications Equipment and Installation Quote - $28,356 

Mayor Ramsey reported he reached out to another company, to obtain a second quote. There was 
not a response from the second company. Therefore, one quote has been provided to council. 
Discussion regarding who uses Redtail versus other providers in our area occurred. Mayor Ramsey 
stated that Redtail uses Motorola and can get the job done in the timeframe we are requesting. 
Krebs stated that effort to obtain a second quote occurred, and others have been happy with Redtail. 
Greer asked if the repeater will be used or new. Mayor Ramsey stated the repeater is a used 
repeater, but confirmed it’s a good repeater that will be sufficient for our needs. Toyne asked where 
the State Site discussions are currently. Police Chief Paul George Jr. shared that discussions are 
continuing regarding the State Site and there will be work required from the City, County, and 
State to make it happen. Mayor Ramsey reported there is a difference on the sub-total for the quote 
that was provided to the City. Programming of PD Radios for $1,008 is the difference, however, a 
quote was necessary for the meeting, therefore Brian stated he would honor the $28,356. Chief 
stated that he spoke with Brian and there is no need for Redtail to physically touch the PD Radios, 
it’s something that can be done remotely, therefore, there might be a price reduction associated to 
that cost in the quote.  Toyne asked if the FCC charge is an estimated cost. It was determined that 
the FCC charge is variable.  
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Motion by Krebs to approve Redtail Communications Equipment and Installation Quote, not to 
exceed $28,356. Motion was seconded by Hopes.  On a voice vote, the motion was unanimously 
approved. 
 
 911 iNet Dispatch Contract Decision  
Motion by Espinoza to terminate the 911 iNet Dispatch Contract. Motion seconded by Hopes.  
Krebs asked when 911 iNet service ends. It was discussed it will be active through April 9, 2026.  
 
Attorney Knudsen asked if the motion is to terminate the current contract, or if the motion is to not 
renew.  
 
Motion by Espinoza to withdraw the motion to terminate 911 iNet Dispatch Contract and motion 
to not renew the 911 iNet Contract. Motion seconded by Hopes. On a voice vote, the motion was 
unanimously approved. 

 

Greer motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:19 p.m. Hopes seconded.  On a voice vote, the motion 
was unanimously approved.  
 
 
_________________________________ 
Riley Ramsey, Mayor     

 
 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 

 
 

______________________________ 
Andrew Lehr, Finance Officer/City Clerk 
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THE COMMON COUNCIL  
CITY of HARDIN, MONTANA  
 
 
COUNCIL MEETING: The Regular Council Meeting for March 3, 2026 was called to order 
at 6:30 p.m. with Mayor Riley Ramsey presiding by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following Aldermen were present:  Steven Hopes, George Toyne, Clayton Greer, Jeremy 
Krebs, Chris Sharpe, and Antonio Espinoza.      
 
Also present:  Finance Officer/City Clerk Andrew Lehr, Public Works Director Michael Hurff, Jr., 
Economic Development Director Tina Toyne, Deputy City Clerk Angela Zimmer, Attorney Jordan 
Knudsen and Police Chief Paul George, Jr. (6:39 p.m.) 
 
Also present physically and by virtual meeting:  

 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS & CLAIMS:  Hopes made the motion to 
approve the Council minutes as written for March 3, 2026. Motion seconded by Greer.  On a voice 
vote the motion passed. (5/1) Sharpe abstained. 

 
 

Greer made a motion to approve the claims for March 17, 2026.   
 
                                                       CLAIM No.                                           Monthly Total 
   

 

 January, 2026        33505, 33507-33511, 33513-33527,  
                                     33529-33542, 33544-33546,  
                                           33548-33550, 33553                              $         108,554.23 
                                             

 March, 2026               33506, 33528, 33543, 33547, 
                                             33551-33552, 33554                                    1,149,942.87                                                                                        
 

 

Claims Total (Expenditures)                                                          $     1,258,497.10 
 
February, 2026                                                                                           250,638.56 
 
TOTAL Submitted                                                                           $    1,059,135.56 
 

Sharpe seconded. On a voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: N/A 

  
MAYOR:  

Mayor Ramsey read correspondence he received from Mike Enright, Administration of the 
Hardin Generating Station Power Plant. The correspondence noted they are reducing their 
workforce at the facility and provided an overview of potential development opportunities. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Personnel Policy/City Policy:    
Sewer & Water: 

 
Streets & Alleys:  

Hopes reported the City crew has been out chasing garbage cans from the winds; they also 
have been putting garbage cans together, cleaning smaller ditches, and cleaning water drains. 

 
Law Enforcement: 
 
Parks & Playgrounds:  

Krebs reported the pavilion, in South Park, finally made it here; the crew finished it on the 
11th.  He added it turned out great and reviewed the cost noting the City got a good deal.  Krebs 
reported the corn hole boards will be here soon. 

 
Finance/Landfill: 
Resolutions & Ordinances: 
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Economic Development:  
Toyne reported the City Economic Development Director, Tina Toyne, provided letters of 

support for multiple projects, she attended a Coal Board Meeting in support of City projects they 
were applying for, and participated in virtual meetings that included Montana Main Street, Big 
Sky Passenger Rail Authority and a Passport Program Destinies demonstration.  She completed a 
site walk through at the Depot that included a review of the window installations, she met with the 
County Economic Development director, and held a Remaining Rural Steering Committee to 
coordinate ongoing initiatives.    

 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 

 

Mayor Ramsey reported changes he wanted to make to the Law Enforcement Committee.  He 
removed Espinoza; Toyne agreed to be Chairperson of the Committee.  Ramsey asked Hopes if he 
would also be on the committee. Hopes agreed. 

 
Krebs asked if another member could be added to the Parks ands Playgrounds Committee.  

Greer voiced to add him to the committee. 
 

PETITIONS & COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  N/A 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
Mayor Ramsey reported the City received a recommendation from the City-County Planning 

Board to approve updates to the City of Hardin Zoning Ordinance. (Police Chief Paul George, Jr. 
came into the meeting) Knudsen noted the majority is changing the phrase from manufactured 
home to mobile home to line up with recent changes from the legislature.  There is a change to 
height restriction and the other significant change is related to accessory dwelling units “mini 
homes”.  There was discussion about the changes.  Greer motioned to approve.  Hopes seconded. 
On a voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.  Knudsen reported he will draft a formal 
ordinance for the changes. 

 
 Mayor Ramsey asked Knudsen to discuss the Agreement for Legal Services. Knudsen 
reported he is running for County Attorney.  He  put a clause in the agreement that if he is elected, 
the agreement will terminate and the City will have to seek another City Attorney.  He added the 
termination would encompass the law firm, Knudsen & Knudsen, PLLC. Greer motioned to 
approve.  Krebs seconded.  On a voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.   
 
 Mayor Ramsey reported the City received a letter from the Hardin Volunteer Fire Department 
requesting a contribution in the amount of $15,000.  Lehr reported the HVFD is requesting their 
grant for the year.  Krebs motioned to approve the contribution of $15,000.  Greer seconded. On a 
voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.   
 
 Lehr reviewed the Event Notice – Continuing Disclosure for the Tax Increment Finance 
District (TIFD).  Greer motioned to accept.  Hopes seconded. On a voice vote, the motion was 
unanimously approved.   
 
 Lehr reviewed the Landfill Closure & Post-Closure Estimates provided by Barry Damschen 
Consulting, LLC.  Krebs asked if the City is collecting the minimum coal ash payment every 
month.  Lehr noted Rocky Mountain Power asked if the City could suspend billing; he referenced 
the contract and the amount they currently owe.  There was further discussion about current taxes 
owed by the power plant. Greer motioned to approve the Landfill Closure & Post-Closure 
Estimates.  Krebs seconded.  On a voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.   
 
STAFF REPORTS: 
Public Works:   

Hurff reported the City received a letter from the company that supplies chemicals for the 
Water Treatment Plant; the cost increase will be around ten percent.   

 

Kristi Wedel, Utility Billing Clerk, is working on a new map program, Diamond Maps.  The 
program allows maps to be brought up out in the field on phones or ipads.  He reviewed how the 
program works, the time it will save, and the low cost. 

 

Hurff reported the curb stop reimbursement program is working great and he provided an 
update on the Waste Water Treatment Plant Project.   
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Finance: 
Lehr reported last Thursday, he, Hurff, Tina Toyne, and Alexandria Edwards attended the 

Coal Board meeting in Billings, MT; the City was awarded $200K for a dump truck.  The grant 
application for the Visitor Information Center, in the amount of $500K, was not awarded.  The 
first debt payment to Rural Development Loan, for the Waste Water Treatment Plant Project, was 
made last month; the payment is $6,024 every month for the next forty years.  Lehr provided an 
update on the Lodge Grass Project; the contractor will be submitting a final pay application that 
will go before Council. The City received the last pay out of the City of Hardin Minimum 
Allocation Grant, for the water projects the City has been doing, in the amount of $19K and the 
City received the third quarter Entitlement tax payment from the state. 

 
Police: 

Police Chief Paul George, Jr. reviewed calls for service.  He reported Officer Joshua Garcia 
will be graduating from the academy next month and two officers will be going to the academy 
when Officer Garcia returns.  The Easter Egg Hide is coming up; folks can sign up on the link on 
Facebook.   

 

Hopes asked about the process for tagged vehicles.  Chief Paul George, Jr. reviewed the 
process.   
 
Legal: 

 
Economic Development:  

 
RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES: 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Cody Meeks reported he is here to talk about the zoning ordinances and changes.  He noted 
he has been in the cannabis industry for over ten years and he is looking for the opportunity to 
open another dispensary in Hardin.  He would like to see the zoning changed to allow them into 
commercially zoned areas.  

 

Jose Funke, resident, asked Knudsen if the police policy book is ready for the public to be 
able to receive.  Knudsen reported the City has a Hardin Police Department Policy Manual;  Funke 
would have to submit a request and it will be gone through to decide which portions are public and 
which are not.  Funke asked more questions about the Police Department; Knudsen and Police 
Chief Paul George, Jr. responded to the different questions. 

 

Meeks noted he went to the City-County Planning Board meeting last week; he noted he 
believes the 312 dispensary itself is outside of the buffer zone. He requested for a hundred percent 
confirmation do they need to have one of the only two dispensary licenses.  He wants to know how 
he can go about trying to get a third license into the City if they are taking that license. Mayor 
Ramsey addressed, with Meeks, a conversation they had on the phone.    

 

Laurie Tschetter voiced her concerns about the recent incident on Rankin Drive; she noted 
there was a report it was on Arrowhead.  The incident was not in Arrowhead.  She added her sign 
is maintained on her side of the park; it is time people recognize it is split.  Krebs asked Knudsen 
if it is in City ordinance that trailer courts have to have signage.  Knudsen noted they have to have 
signs and a map. Mayor Ramsey noted code enforcement would have to send them a letter. Police 
Chief Paul George, Jr. noted the ordinance requires a lot from everybody; it is specific.  There was 
further discussion about signage and news reporting about the incident on Rankin. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Mayor Ramsey announced the following employee anniversaries:  Merle Johns, 9 years; Teresa 
King; 1 year; Ross Miller, 7 years; and Michael Stimpson; 28 years. 
 
Mayor Ramsey reported Request for Proposals for Employee Group Benefits Coverage are due 
Tuesday, March 24, 2026 by 3:00 p.m.; Sump Pump Reminder from April through September; the 
Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for Saturday, April 4, 2026 at 11:00 a.m. in Heimat Park; Alley 
Clean Up is scheduled for Monday April 6, 2026, please have items out early; Weed Mowing Bids 
are due Wednesday, April 8, 2026 by 2:00 p.m. Letters of Interest to serve on the Police 
Commission will be advertised next month; and the Local Government Review meetings are the 
3rd Wednesday of each month.  
 
The City of Hardin has the following Job Openings:  Full-time position for Police Officers and 
Part-time position for Court Clerk I-III 
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The Council Meeting closed at 8:01 p.m. for a CLOSED SESSION – Personnel. 
The Closed Session began at 8:05 p.m. 
 

 

Greer motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.  Sharpe seconded.  On a voice vote, the motion 
was unanimously approved.  
 
 
_________________________________ 
Riley Ramsey, Mayor     

 
 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 

 
 

______________________________ 
Andrew Lehr, Finance Officer/City Clerk 



























EXECUTED VERSION 

ASH DISPOSAL AGREEMENT 

~ ~ A.JE Disposal Agreement ("Agreement") is made and entered into effective as of 
~ cE'•!'J ~ 2005, by and between the City of Hardin, Montana (the .. City"), a Montana 
municipal corporation, and Rocky Mountain Power, Inc. ("RMP"), a Montana corporation. 

RECITALS 

A. RMP is constructing and intends to operate a 116 MW (gross) coal-fired electric 
generation station (the ··Facility") on land it owns in Rardin, Montana. 

B. As part of its operation of the Faci lity, RMP wi ll generate various ash waste (the 
"Waste") from the combustion of coal. The Waste is more fully described in Section 3, herein. 
At full operation, RMP expects to generate up to 85,000 tons of Waste per year. RMP desires to 
assure a safe and appropriate location close to the Facility with adequate capacity for disposal of 
the Waste it generates for at least the next thirty (30) years. 

C. The City ovvns and operates a municipal solid waste landfill (the '·Landfill") under 
permit from the Montana Department of Environmental Quality ("DEQ"). The City is seeking 
an amendment to its existing permit for the Landfill to authorize it to accept the Waste. The City 
believes that it can accept the Waste for up to three years without the expansion of the capacity 
of the Landfill. 

D. RMP has acquired additional land (the "Expansion Property") that is appropriate 
for expansion of the Landfill to ensure adequate capacity for disposal of the Waste for at least 
thirty (30) years. A copy of the purchase and sale agreement for the Expansion Property is 
incorporated as Exhibit A to the Agreement. The City intends to lease the Expansion property 
from RMP until such time as the Expansion Property is permitted to receive the Waste. When 
such a permit is issued, the City wi ll take ownership of the Expansion Property. The City will be 
responsible for permitting the f-'ac ility, including the Expansion Property in its overall disposal 
plan for the entire site. RMP is responsible for the purchase of the Expansion Property and shall 
reimburse the City for all initial permitting and engineering costs associated with the Expansion 
Property. 

E. The purpose of this Agreement is to establish the terms under which RMP may 
dispose of the Waste at the Landfill. 

AGREEMENT 

I. Agreement to Accept Waste. During the term of this Agreement, the City shall 
accept Waste from RMP, or another party authorized by RMP, at the Landfill subject to the 
terms and conditions of this Agreement. 

2. Term. Except as otherwise provided, the term of this Agreement is as follows: 
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2.1 The City's ability to accept waste under this Agreement is contingent upon 
the City receiving all required approvals from DEQ to accept Waste from the Facility. 

2.2 If, despite its reasonable best efforts, the City fails to obtain a permit for 
disposal of the Waste at the Expansion Property, this Agreement shall terminate thirty six 
(36) months after its effective date. 

2.3 If the City obtains a permit for disposal of the Waste at the Expansion 
Property, this Agreement shall remain in effect for thirty (30) years or until a maximum 
of2,550,000 tons of Waste has been disposed, whichever occurs first, beginning the date 
the Expansion Property is permitted, however, this Agreement may be extended by 
mutual written agreement of both parties. At the end of the term of this Agreement, all 
rights and obligations of the parties shall terminate. 

3. Acceptable Wastes. 

3.1 RMP, or another party authorized by RMP, may dispose of at the Landfill 
any or all of the following Waste generated from the combustion of coal at the Facility, 
subject to DEQ approval and performance of any required testing: 

a. Water treatment sludge and other waste material; 
b. Coal pulverizer reject material; 
c. Bottom ash; 
d. Fly ash; 
e. Flue gas de-sulfurization (FGD) waste; and 
f. Other non-hazardous and non-municipal type waste material that 

the Facility may generate. 

3.2 Not less than once per year, and each time there is a material change in the 
supply of coal or lime used in the Facility, RMP shall perform a characterization of the 
Waste, including an analysis using the toxic characteristic leaching procedure ("TCLP"), 
as specified in the Federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act ("RCRA"),Montana 
Administrative Rules or any other applicable federal or Montana state law or rule. RMP 
shall provide the results of such characterization(s) to the City upon completion. 

3.3 The City may independently inspect, analyze and test Waste tendered 
under this Agreement, but is not obliged to do so. The responsibility for ensuring that the 
Waste tendered to the City conforms to the provisions of this Agreement, and all 
applicable laws, regulations, ordinances and permits rests solely with RMP. 

3.4 The City shall be under no obligation to accept any of the following 
("Non-Conforming Waste"): 

a Waste that does not materially conform to any Waste 
characterization provided by RMP to the City. 
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b. Waste classified as "hazardous waste" pursuant to provisions of 
Subtitle C of RCRA, Montana Administrative Rules, or any other applicable 
federal or Montana state law or rule; and 

c. Liquids as defined in RCRA, Montana Administrative Rules or any 
other applicable federal or Montana state law or rule. 

3.5 In the event the City rejects acceptance of any of the Wastes as Non-
conforming Waste, the City shall promptly notify RMP of the rejection. If any such 
Non-Conforming Waste is in the possession of the City, RMP at its sole expense shall 
arrange for alternate management and disposal of the Non-Conforming Waste. 

4. Delivery of Waste. RMP shall be solely responsible for the transportation and 
delivery of the Waste to the Landfill. The parties acknowledge that RMP may either deliver the 
Waste itself or through the use of a third party transportation contractor. The City's obligation to 
accept the Waste (subject to the other terms of this Agreement) shall not be affected by the 
choice of entity that performs the transportation and delivery. Upon delivery of the Waste to the 
Landfill, RMP relinquishes title to and responsibility for the Waste to the City. RMP may 
deliver Waste to the Landfill at any time and on any number of occasions between the hours of 
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday, and other times as scheduled with the City, 
throughout the year. 

5. Operation of the Landfill and Use of the Waste. 

5.1 The City shall be solely responsible for obtaining all necessary permits for 
constructing and operating the Landfill. The City also shall be solely responsible for 
operating and maintaining the Landfill in compliance with all applicable laws, 
regulations, ordinances and permits, including but not limited to those pertaining to 
groundwater, fugitive dust, methane gas, or other environmental monitoring. 

5.2 The City may store and dispose of the Waste that the City accepts 
pursuant to this Agreement by any lawful means. In its sole discretion, the City may 
retain possession of the Waste for it own uses or may sell or dispose of the Waste without 
incurring any obligation to compensate RMP therefore. If the City transfers any portion 
of the Waste to a facility other than the Landfill, such portion shall be deducted from the 
calculation of the quantity of Waste disposed of at the Landfill by RMP. 

6. Assurance of Landfill Capacity. 

6.1 The City guarantees to reserve for RMP disposal capacity in the Landfill 
as necessary to allow RMP to dispose of up to approximately 85,000 tons per year, and 
2,550,000 tons of Waste during the term of this Agreement. RMP's failure to utilize the 
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full guaranteed capacity during any calendar year shall in no way reduce the City's 
guarantee of capacity in any future year. The City shall provide this capacity by making 
available at all times a disposal cell in the Expansion Property to accommodate Waste not 
used for daily cover. 

6.2 Disposal cells in the expansion area will be designed with a capacity to 
hold approximately three years of Waste. The City shall construct additional disposal 
cells as necessary to assure excess capacity at all times for not less than one year's 
volume of Waste. IfRMP disposes of additional Waste beyond the expected annual 
amount of 85,000 tons, the parties shall work cooperatively to expedite construction of 
another disposal cell. 

6.3 The parties acknowledge and agree that even though the City guarantees 
Landfill capacity to RMP each year during the term of this Agreement, RMP is under no 
obligation to tender any specific quantity of Waste to the City during any particular year. 
RMP reserves, in its sole discretion, the right to manage the Waste in facilities other than 
the Landfill and to sell any portion of the Waste generated prior to delivery to the 
Landfill. 

7. Expansion Property Terms. 

7 .1 RMP has purchased sufficient acreage for expansion of the existing 
Landfill to accommodate disposal of Waste from RMP. 

7 .2 The parties agree to enter into a lease arrangement whereby RMP shall 
lease the Expansion Property to the City for the rate of one dollar ($1.00) per year. The 
lease of the Expansion Property shall terminate upon the earlier of (a) issuance of such 
permits from DEQ and approval from the Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") as 
may be necessary to allow the Expansion Property to be operated by the City to accept 
Waste as provided in this Agreement for a term of not less than thirty (30) years or 
2,550,000 tons from the date of permit issuance, (b) a final determination by DEQ, and 
exhaustion of all appeal rights, not to issue such permits as are necessary for the 
Expansion Property to accept Waste as provided in this Agreement, or ( c) the expiration 
of thirty six (36) months from the date of this Agreement unless approved in writing by 
both parties. 

7 .3 The City shall use its best efforts to obtain all permits necessary to accept 
Waste at the Expansion Property as provided in the Agreement. RMP will reimburse the 
City for all initial permitting and engineering costs associated with the Expansion 
Property. 

7.4 Upon issuance of such permits from the DEQ and approved from the EPA 
as may be necessary to allow the Expansion Property to be operated by the City to accept 
Waste as provided in this Agreement, RMP shall transfer all of its right, title and interest 
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to the Expansion Property to the City by special warranty deed. The sole consideration 
for such transfer shall be the City's successful efforts to obtain the necessary permits. 

8. Compensation. 

8.1 RMP shall pay the City for Waste disposed at the Landfill at the rate of 
$12,000 per month and $2.58 per ton. During the initial three (3) years of the 
Agreement, the Parties agree to work together to renegotiate the monthly and per ton 
rates if either Party requests consideration for an adjustment. The monthly and per ton 
rates for disposal of Waste will be renegotiated by both parties every two (2) years, 
beginning with the end of the initial three (3) year period, to take into consideration 
additional costs such as but not limited to changes in regulations, expedited construction 
of a disposal cell, changes in disposal operating costs or any consideration for minimum 
use obligations regarding disposal amounts under this Agreement. 

8.2 At the close of each calendar month, the City will submit an invoice to 
RMP that details the net amount of Waste delivered during the previous calendar month 
and the amount due from RMP. RMP shall pay such invoice not later than thirty (30) 
days after receipt of the invoice. 

9. Recordkeeping and Audits. 

9.1 The City and RMP shall establish a system to record the date, weight and 
composition of each delivery of Waste to the Landfill. The City shall provide all such 
documentation for the previous month to RMP with each monthly invoice. The City 
shall retain copies of all such documentation during the term of this Agreement. 

9.2 The City shall maintain complete and accurate records regarding all Waste 
accepted, managed, disposed of, or otherwise handled pursuant to this Agreement and 
shall make such records available to RMP upon reasonable advance notice. Such records 
shall include, but not be limited to, the number ofloads and amount of Waste tendered 
for disposal, and the amount of Waste transferred off-site for other uses. 

9 .3 At RMP' s option and expense, RMP may have an independent audit 
conducted by a firm of its selection no more than once per year. The City shall make 
such records available to RMP for its use. 

10. Representations. 

10.1 RMP's Representations. RMP represents to the City as follows: 

a. RMP is a Montana corporation, validly existing and in good 
standing under the laws of the State of Montana. RMP has the power to enter into 
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this Agreement and by all necessary corporate action has authorized the execution 
and delivery of this Agreement. 

b. RMP is not aware of any facts the existence of which would cause 
it to be in violation in any material respect of any laws, regulations, ordinances or 
permits applicable to the Waste. 

c. Neither the execution and delivery of this Agreement, the 
consummation of the transactions contemplated hereby, nor the fulfillment of or 
compliance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement is prohibited or 
limited by, conflicts with or results in a breach of the terms, conditions or 
provisions of RMP's articles of incorporation or bylaws or any evidence of 
indebtedness, agreement or instrument of whatever nature to which RMP is now a 
party or by which it is bound, or constitutes a default under any of the foregoing. 

d. Any Waste characterization provided by RMP shall be true and 
correct in all material respects, and the physical and chemical composition of the 
Waste transferred to the City under this Agreement shall substantially conform to 
that of any such Waste characterization. 

e. RMP is under no legal restraint or order that would prohibit 
transfer of possession or title to Waste to the City. 

f. The generation, transportation and other management of the Waste 
from the point of generation to the point of delivery to the Landfill will comply in 
all material respects with all applicable laws, regulations, ordinances and permits. 
Any third party transportation companies will be agents ofRMP. 

10.2 City's Representations. The City represents to RMP as follows: 

a. The City is authorized by law to enter into this Agreement. 

b. The City has duly authorized the execution and delivery of this 
Agreement. 

c. The City's ownership and operation of the Landfill, and its 
commitments under this Agreement are exempt from regulation by the Montana 
Public Service Commission. 

d. The City is not aware of any facts the existence of which would 
cause RMP to be in violation in any material respect of any laws, regulations, 
ordinances or permits applicable to the Landfill. The City has not received from 
any local, state or federal official any notice or communication indicating that the 
activities of the City may be or will be in violation of any laws, regulations, 
ordinances or permits applicable to the Landfill. 
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e. Neither the execution and delivery of this Agreement, the 
consummation of the transactions contemplated hereby, nor the fulfillment of or 
compliance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement is prohibited or 
limited by, conflicts with or results in a breach of the terms, conditions or 
provisions of the City's charter or any evidence of indebtedness, agreement or 
instrument of whatever nature to which the City is now a party or by which it is 
bound, or constitutes a default under any of the foregoing. 

f. There is no action, suit, investigation, or proceeding now pending 
or, to the knowledge of the City, threatened against or affecting the Landfill 
before or by any governmental department, commission, board, authority, or 
agency, or any court, arbitrator, mediator or grand jury, which could, individually 
or in the aggregate, materially and adversely affect the operation of the Landfill or 
the City's ability to fulfill the terms of this Agreement. 

g. The City will obtain, in a timely manner, all required permits, 
licenses and approvals, and will meet, in a timely manner and in all material 
respects, all requirements of all local, state and federal laws and regulations which 
must be obtained or met in connection with the acquisition and construction of the 
Landfill. The City will comply in all material respects with applicable laws, 
regulations, ordinances and permits applicable to the construction, acquisition, 
and operation of the Landfill. 

h. The City understands the risks to persons, property and the 
environment in the handling, management and disposal of the Wastes managed 
pursuant to this Agreement. 

i. The City is qualified to perform the services described in this 
Agreement and will do so in a safe and workmanlike manner and in compliance 
with all governmental laws, regulations, orders and permits. 

j. The City possesses and will maintain during the term of this 
Agreement all permits, licenses, certificates and approvals necessary to perform 
the services described in this Agreement. 

11. Indemnity. 

11.1 RMP's Indemnity. RMP shall indemnify, hold harmless and defend the 
City from and against all liabilities, claims, penalties, causes of actions (including 
without limitation costs of defense, settlement, and reasonable attorney's fees) arising out 
of or relating to (a) RMP' s breach of any term of this Agreement, or (b) RMP' s negligent 
or willful misconduct. 

11.2 City's Indemnity. The City shall indemnify, hold harmless and defend 
RMP from and against all liabilities, claims, penalties, causes of actions (including 

11114/2005 7 



EXECUTED VERSION 

without limitation costs of defense, settlement, and reasonable attorney's fees) arising out 
of or relating to (a) the City's breach of any term of this Agreement, (b) the City's 
negligent or willful misconduct, or (c) any liability arising out of or related to the City's 
sale or transfer of Waste to a third party. 

12. Trucking Company Insurance. The trucking company delivering Waste to the 
city shall have sufficient insurance to meet the city's requirements including: 

Coverage Limits 
a. Worker's Compensation Statutory 

b. Employer's Liability $1,000,000 

c. Commercial General Liability $1,000,000 combined single limit 
$2,000,000 aggregate and pollution rider 

d. Auto Liability & Property Damage $1,000,000 combined single limit 
$2,000,000 aggregate 

e. Excess Liability $5,000,000 each occurrence. 

13. Independent Contractor. The City is and shall perform this Agreement as an 
independent contractor and as such shall have and maintain exclusive control and direction over 
all of its employees, agents and operations. 

14. -Termination. If one party violates any material term of this Agreement (other 
than payment terms), the other party may terminate this Agreement upon notice to the defaulting 
party, after giving the defaulting party a thirty (30) day period of opportunity to cure the default, 
without incurring any liability to the other party. 

15. Excuse of Performance. Either party may suspend performance under this 
Agreement, except for the payment of money for services already rendered, ifthe party is 
prevented from performing by a cause or causes beyond the reasonable control of such party. 
The party that suspends performance shall notify the other party within two (2) business days of 
the cause for suspension and the anticipated end of suspension. 

16. General Provisions. 

16.1 Entire Agreement. This Agreement, together with any specifications, 
referenced parts, attachments, and effective amendments, is the entire agreement between 
the parties with respect to its subject matter. Communications or understandings made 
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prior to the signing of this Agreement and pertaining to its subject matter are superseded. 
No revision to this Agreement shall be effective unless made by a written amendment, 
signed by each party. 

16.2 Assignment. The City may not assign its rights or obligations under this 
Agreement without the prior written consent of RMP which shall not be reasonably 
withheld. 

16.3 Arbitration. If there is a dispute between the Parties regarding this 
Agreement, the Parties will negotiate in good faith, upon ten ( 10) days written notice 
from any Party(ies) to the other(s), for the settlement of any such dispute. If such dispute 
is not settled by agreement of the Parties within thirty (30) days after the date 
negotiations are commenced or within such longer period as the Parties may jointly agree 
upon, such dispute shall then be submitted to a board of arbitration, and the decision of 
this board shall be final and conclusive upon the Parties hereto. A board of arbitration 
shall be established by each of the Parties appointing an arbitrator and by the two 
arbitrators so chosen appointing a third disinterested person to act as chairman of the 
board of arbitration. If the first two arbitrators cannot agree on the third, he or she shall 
be appointed by the American Arbitration Association. The decision of any two of the 
arbitrators so appointed shall be the decision of the board of arbitration. The arbitrators 
so appointed shall meet within thirty (30) days of the call for arbitration, and they shall 
render their decision within ten (10) days after conducting a hearing regarding the 
dispute. In all other respects, such arbitration and the decision of the board of arbitration 
thereunder shall proceed under and be interpreted and construed according to the 
applicable commercial rules of the American Arbitration Association. 

16.4 Governing Law and Venue. The laws of the State of Montana shall 
govern this Agreement. Venue for arbitration shall be in Billings, Montana. Venue for 
any action arising out of this Agreement shall be the Montana 22nd Judicial District 
Court, Big Horn County. 

16.5 Notices. All notices, certificates or other communications required to be 
given to the City and under this Agreement shall be sufficiently given and shall be 
deemed given when delivered or deposited in the United States mail in certified form 
with postage fully prepaid and addressed as follows: 

If to the City: 

lftoRMP: 

11/14/2005 

City of Hardin 
406 North Cheyenne 
Hardin, Montana 59034 
Attn: City Clerk 

Rocky Mountain Power, Inc. 
400 N. Fourth Street 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 
Attn: General Counsel 

9 



With Copies to: Rocky Mountain Power, Inc. 
400 N. Fourth Street 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 
Attn: Contract Administration 

Hardin Generation Station 
Route I, Box l l 44A 
Hardin, Montana 59034 
Attn: Facility Manager 
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The City and RMP, may by notice designate different addresses to which subsequent 
notices, certificates or other communications should be sent. 

16.6 Binding Effect. This Agreement shall inure to the benefit of and shall be 
binding upon the City and RMP and their respective successors and assigns. 

16. 7 Recitals. The recitals are hereby fully incorporated. 

16.8 Further Assurances. The City and RMP agree that they may, from time 
to time, execute, acknowledge and deliver, or cause to be executed, acknowledged and 
delivered, such supplements or further instruments as may reasonably be required for 
carrying out the expressed intention of this Agreement. 

16.9 Waiver. The failure of either party to enforce the any provision of this 
Agreement shall not constitute a waiver of the provision or the party's right to enforce 
each other provision. 

16.10 Severability. The invalidation of any of the provisions contained in this 
Agreement, or of the application thereof to any person by judgment or court order shall in 
no way affect any of the other provisions or their application to any other person and the 
same shall remain in full force and effect, unless enforcement of this Agreement as so 
invalidated would be unreasonable or grossly inequitable under all the circumstances or 
would frustrate the purpose of this Agreement. 

16.11. Counterparts. This Agreement may be simultaneously executed in 
counterparts, each of which shall be an original and all of which shall constitute but one 
and the same instrument. 
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IN WITNES~WHERE F, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement to be 
executed as of the C day of e..c..e""'- be..- 2005. 

CITY OF HARDIN, MONT ANA 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN POWER, INC. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2431 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HARDIN, MONTANA ESTABLISHING WAGES 
FOR HARDIN CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEES  

 
 WHEREAS, the City Council (hereinafter “Council”) of the City of Hardin, 
Montana (hereinafter “City”) has previously established the wages and wage matrix for 
the Hardin Police Department; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Council has reviewed the current pay structure for officers and 
other Hardin Police Department employees, and desires to update the wages for those 
employees in the Hardin Police Department; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
HARDIN, MONTANA:  
 

That the wages for the Hardin Police Department employees, attached as Exhibit 
A, is hereby finally determined and approved and shall be effective as of July 1, 2026:  
 
 The Council further resolves that employees of the City shall have the authority 
to make any actions necessary to effectively execute this resolution, pursuant to the 
Personnel Policies Manual, for the resolution to have full intended effect.    

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Hardin, Montana, and 
APPROVED this 7th day of April, 2026. 

 
 YEA VOTES __________   NAY VOTES __________ 
 
CITY OF HARDIN 
 
 
BY:_____________________________   
        Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST:________________________ 
           City Clerk 





Special Olympics Torch Run Hardin

What is the torch run:

The Torch Run is an annual Law Enforcement Torch Run signature event. It is primarily

organized, promoted and conducted by LET officers and volunteer teams where officers,
volunteers and athletes take to the streets, highways and interstates across Montana to raise funds
and awareness for Special Olympics Montana athletes.

Hardin Torch Run:

The Hardin Police Department will be hosting the first Law Enforcement Torch run in the area.

The Torch Run will start at the Hardin High School and conduct a loop totaling 3.1 miles through
the City of Hardin.

Date and Locat ion:

May 10th', 2026 0900 hours - 1100 hours

Start location Hardin High School West Lot
End Location Hardin High School East Lot

Route of the run, refer to attached map of the run

R e s o u r c e s :

Hardin Pol ice Department

1. 3 Patrol  Cars with Off icers to assist in traff ic control  and temporary road blockage for

runners.

2. Water will be provided by Officer Kinder



Hardin High School

1. West Side Parking Lot

2. Restrooms

LETR Regional Coordinator:

1. Torch

2. Banners

Participants:

? Local Special Olympic Athletes and Staff

? Local Law Enforcement and Emergency Services

? Members of the community

? Estimated 15-30 participants

P l a n :

Runners / Participants will meet at the Hardin High School West Lot. The run will start at 0900
hours and go along the pre-mapped. A Hardin Police Department patrol car will lead the run /

route of the run. Two Hardin Patrol Cars will provide support for blocking of lanes of travel /
intersections when runners approach the locations. One of the Hardin Police Patrol Vehicles will
be equipped with water if runners request it. Runners will follow the lead vehicle along the pre
mapped route totaling 3.1 miles. The only permanent road closure will be South Miles Avenue
between 8th Street West and 5th Street West. Road closure will last for the duration of the run. The

run will end at the Hardin High School.



Solu t h  M i t c h e l l
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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-01 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE HARDIN CITY CODE 
REFLECTING LEGISLATIVE CHANGES TO ACCESSORY 

DWELLING UNITS AND MOBILE HOMES 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council (hereinafter “Council”) of the City of Hardin 
(hereinafter “City”) is generally authorized to adopt ordinances for zoning, per 
Mont. Code Ann. § 76-2-301 (2025); 
 
 WHEREAS, the City County Planning Board has made recommendations 
to change certain parts of the Hardin City Code to reflect changes made by the 
Montana Legislature. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR 
THE CITY OF HARDIN, MONTANA, Title 11, Chapter 11 shall be amended by 
the insertion of certain language (underline) and deletion of other language 
(strikethrough), as follows: 
 
11-1-1-1 GENERAL TERMS DEFINED: 

 
GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLAN (GMP): The officially adopted growth and 
change plan defining where the people of Hardin want their community to grow 
toward and become. The GMP consists of the community's long and short term 
goals and objects, local history, public facilities plans, information on local 
economics, population, housing, land uses, natural resources, and the maps and 
projections therefor. The GMP also describes how its plans are to be 
implemented, maintained, and coordinated with other government, and how 
Hardin deals with subdivision growth. The Growth Management Plan may also 
be known as a Growth Policy. 

 
11-1-2-1: TERMS PERTAINING TO “USE” DEFINED 
 
ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT (ADU): a single self-contained living unit on the 
same parcel as a single-family dwelling of greater square footage that includes 
its own cooking, sleeping, and sanitation facilities and complies with or is 
otherwise exempt from any applicable building code, fire code, and public health 
and safety regulations adopted pursuant to state law. 
 

A. An ADU may be attached, detached, or internal to the single-family 
dwelling unit. 
 

B. If the ADU is detached from or attached to the single-family dwelling, it 
may not be more than 75% of the gross floor area of the single-family 
dwelling or 1,000 square feet, whichever is less 
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… 
 
DWELLING: A building used entirely for residential purposes. A "single-family 
dwelling" is a building that contains only one living unit; a "two-family dwelling" is 
a building that contains only two (2) living units, and a "multiple dwelling" is a 
building that contains more than two (2) living units. All dwelling units, with the 
exception of manufacturedmobile homes, must meet the building code as 
adopted by the city. 
 
… 
 
MANUFACTURED (MODULAR) HOME: a single-family dwelling, built offsite in a 
factory, that is in compliance with the applicable prevailing standards of the 
United States department of housing and urban development at the time of its 
production. A manufactured home does not include a mobile home or travel 
trailer. 
 
MANUFACTURED MOBILE HOME PARKS, TRAVEL TRAILER PARKS, AND 
INDIVIDUAL MANUFACTUREDMOBILE HOMES: The following definitions shall 
be utilized in determining the appropriate classification of manufactured mobile 
homes , modular homes, and travel trailers: 
 

A. Manufactured Home: A dwelling unit that: 1) is not constructed in 
accordance with the standards set forth in the building code, applicable to 
site built homes; and 2) is composed of one or more components, each of 
which was substantially assembled in a manufacturing plant and designed 
to be transported to the homesite on its own chassis; and 3) exceeds forty 
feet (40') in length and eight feet (8') in width. 
 

   BA.   ManufacturedMobile Home, Class A: A manufacturedmobile home 
constructed within the last two (2) years, that meets or exceeds the construction 
standards promulgated by the U.S. department of housing and urban 
development that were in effect at the time of construction and that satisfies each 
of the following additional criteria: 
 
      1.   The home has a length not exceeding two (2) times its width; 
      2.   The pitch of the unit's roof has a minimum vertical rise of one foot (1') for 
each five feet (5') of horizontal run, and the roof is finished with a type of shingle 
that is commonly used in standard residential construction; 
      3.   The standard siding consists of wood, hardboard, or aluminum (vinyl 
covered or painted, but in no case exceeding the reflectivity of gloss white paint) 
comparable in composition, appearance, and durability to the exterior siding 
commonly used in standard residential construction; 
      4.   A continuous, permanent masonry foundation, unpierced except for 
required ventilation and access, is installed under the home; and 
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      5.   The tongue, axles, transporting lights, and removable towing apparatus 
are removed after placement on the lot and before occupancy. 
   CB.   ManufacturedMobile Home, Class B: A manufacturedmobile home 
constructed no more than ten (10) years ago, that meets or exceeds the 
construction standards promulgated by the U.S. department of housing and 
urban development that were in effect at the time of construction but that does 
not satisfy the criteria necessary to qualify the house as a class A 
manufacturedmobile home. 
   DC.   Manufactured Mobile Home, Class C: Any manufacturedmobile home 
that does not meet the definitional criteria of a class A or class B 
manufacturedmobile home. 
   ED.   ManufacturedMobile Home Park: A residential use in which more than 
one manufacturedmobile home is located on a single lot. 
   F.   Modular Home: A dwelling unit constructed in accordance with the 
standards set forth in the building code, applicable to site built homes, and 
composed of components substantially assembled in a manufacturing plant and 
transported to the building site for final assembly on a permanent foundation. 
Among other possibilities, a modular home may consist of two (2) sections 
transported to the site in a manner similar to a manufactured home (except that 
the modular home meets the building code standards applicable to site built 
homes), or a series of panels or room sections transported on a truck and 
erected or joined together on the site. 
 
MOBILE HOME: See definition of Manufactured Home Parks, Travel Trailer 
Parks, And Individual Manufactured Homes. 
 
MODULAR OR MANUFACTURED HOUSING UNIT: See definition of 
Manufactured (Modular) Home Parks, Travel Trailer Parks, And Individual 
Manufactured Homes. 
 
… 
 
TRAILER OR MOBILE HOME: See definition of ManufacturedMobile Home 
Parks, Travel Trailer Parks, And Individual ManufacturedMobile Homes. 
 
TRAILER OR MOBILE HOME PARK: See definition of ManufacturedMobile 
Home Parks, Travel Trailer Parks, And Individual ManufacturedMobile Homes. 
 
11-1-2-2: DISTRICTS: 
 
E.   R3 residential manufactured home provides a district for single-family 
manufacturedmobile homes. 
 
11-1-2-3: DISTRICT USES PERMITTED: 
 
Premises shall be used for the following purposes: 
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A.   In the AO agricultural open space district only for (see also subsection 11-1-
0C of this chapter): 
 
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs).    
 
Airports and landing fields having prior approval of the federal aviation agency. 
 
Animal clinics and hospitals, including service to large animals, outside runs, and 
keeping areas permitted. 
 
Cemeteries, including mausoleums; provided, that mausoleums shall be distant 
at least two hundred feet (200') from every street line and adjoining lot lines, and 
provided further, that any new cemetery shall contain an area of ten (10) acres or 
more. 
 
Churches and other places of worship, Sunday school buildings, and parish 
houses. 
 
Class A and class B manufacturedmobile homes. 
… 
 
B. In the SR suburban residential district only for: 
 
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs). 
 
Noncommercial livestock agricultural operations. 
 
Single-family dwellings and class A and B manufacturedmobile homes with a 
maximum dwelling unit density of one per net acre. 
 
The homes shall be placed on a continuous wall or footing composed of concrete 
block. 
 
C.   In the R1 single-family district only for (see also subsection 11-1-0C of this 
chapter): 
 
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs). 
 
Churches and other places of worship, Sunday school buildings and parish 
houses. 
 
Golf courses, but not miniature courses or driving tees. 
 
Home occupations as defined in section 11-1-8-1 of this chapter. 
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Hospitals and educational, religious, and philanthropic institutions; provided, 
however, that buildings be set back from all yard lines a distance of at least one 
foot (1') for each foot of building height. 
 
Multi-family residential as a conditional use. 
 
Private schools with a curriculum similar to public schools, plus nursery, 
prekindergarten, kindergarten, and other private or special schools. 
 
Public parks, public libraries, public schools, and public community buildings. 
 
Single-family dwellings. 
 
Other uses similar in nature to those listed herein and reviewed as a conditional 
use. 
 
D.   In the R2 general residential district only for (see also subsection 11-1-0C of 
this chapter): 
 
Class A manufacturedmobile homes. 
 
Clubs, lodges, fraternities, and sororities where the chief activity is not business. 
    
Hospitals. 
    
Lodging houses. 
   
Office buildings. 
    
Religious, educational, and philanthropic institutions, but not for animal care. 
    
Uses allowed in the R1 single-family district. 
    
Other uses similar in nature to those listed herein and reviewed as a conditional 
use. 
 
E.   In the R3 residential manufactured home district only for (see also subsection 
11-1-0C of this chapter): 
 
ManufacturedMobile home parks; provided, that a master plan of the 
manufacturedmobile park layout be submitted for approval by the local 
government and the state and local health departments. The master plan shall 
conform to the plat requirements of the city-county subdivision regulationszoning 
ordinance and be reviewed as a conditional use. The master plan plat will be 
reviewed considering the following: 
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1.   The maximum allowable density for all manufacturedmobile home parks 
shall be nine (9) manufacturedmobile homes per net acre. 
 
2.   For singlewide manufacturedmobile homes, minimum site dimensions 
shall be forty feet (40') wide and one hundred feet (100') deep. 
 
3.   For doublewide manufacturedmobile homes, minimum site dimensions 
shall be fifty feet (50') wide and one hundred feet (100') deep. 
 
4.   The ground area occupied by a manufacturedmobile home, attached 
storm shed, patio, storage building and off street parking spaces shall not 
exceed fifty percent (50%) of the total area of the site. In computing the 
ground coverage, four hundred (400) square feet shall be added to the actual 
area of the manufacturedmobile home and the accessory buildings for the 
two (2) required off street parking spaces. This provision limits to one storm 
shed, not over ten feet by twelve feet (10' x 12') or one hundred twenty (120) 
square feet in area per site and said utility building shall be placed on a 
proper foundation. 
 
5.   No manufacturedmobile home, storm shed or other legal attachments to 
said manufactured mobile home shall be located less than seven feet six 
inches (7'6") from the side site line. Detached tool sheds shall be located not 
less than five feet (5') from the side or rear site lines. The ends of the 
manufacturedmobile homes shall be at least ten feet (10') apart when 
opposing rear walls are staggered, otherwise fifteen feet (15') apart. No 
portion of a manufacturedmobile home, or attachment thereto, or tool shed, 
or any other structure shall be located less than fifteen feet (15') away from 
any site or property line adjacent to a public right of way. 
 
6.   The street right of way shall conform to the widths shown on the 
preliminary platapproved site plan of the manufacturedmobile home park at 
the time it was approved. 
 
7.   All entrances, exits, lanes, and driveways between rows of 
manufacturedmobile homes shall be lighted to provide an intensity of five (5) 
foot-candles. ManufacturedMobile home parks shall be provided with, at 
minimum, walkways at least two feet (2') wide between the 
manufacturedmobile home sites and each service building. Roadways and 
sidewalks within the parks shall be hard surfaced, either concrete or 
bituminized. 
 
8.   All provisions of water supply, laundry, sewage and fire protection to be 
provided in any manufacturedmobile home park shall have been approved by 
the appropriate city department. 
 



7 of 10 

9.   Off street parking areas shall be provided in all manufacturedmobile 
home parks at a ratio of at least two (2) car spaces per manufacturedmobile 
home site. At least two (2) car spaces shall be provided on each 
manufacturedmobile home site. The area per one car space shall be at least 
ten feet (10') wide and twenty feet (20') deep, plus ingress and egress. 
 
10.   Recreation areas. There shall be provided, unless previously provided 
by a park dedication as required by the city subdivision regulations, within 
each manufacturedmobile home park, an adequate site or sites for recreation 
for the exclusive uses of the park occupants. Such recreation site or sites 
shall have a minimum area in the aggregate of four thousand (4,000) square 
feet plus one hundred (100) square feet for each manufacturedmobile home 
site in said park. The recreation sites shall be of appropriate design, provided 
with adequate equipment, and may be used to meet the one- ninth (1/9) 
minimum area requirement of the subdivisionzoning regulations. 
 
11.   All manufacturedmobile home parks must provide a completely and 
permanently landscaped setback area of at least fifteen feet (15') in width 
around those portions of the park perimeter which border a public right of 
way. Such areas may contain trees, shrubbery, grass, benches, fences, 
landscaped water resources, and the like. Setback areas not bordering a 
public right of way may be used to fulfill the recreation area requirements of 
the preceding subsection. 
 
12.   All manufacturedmobile home parks shall have near their main 
entrances, a marquee or sign on which there shall be an up to date list of the 
addresses and a diagram of the park layout. 
 
13.   All manufacturedmobile home parks shall provide one additional space 
for every five (5) sites as a main parking area to be used by visitors or in the 
storage of recreational vehicles. 
 
14.   Existing manufacturedmobile home parks shall not be enlarged or 
extensively altered unless such alteration complies with the provisions of this 
subsection E. 
 
15.   All manufacturedmobile homes shall be equipped with coordinating 
skirts, manufactured for such purpose, to enclose completely the underside 
of the manufactured mobile home. 
 
16.   All manufacturedmobile housing units moved into this zone must be no 
older than twenty (20) years. Existing units that predate 2016 are 
nonconforming uses as of this amendment and cannot be replaced unless by 
a unit no older than twenty (20) years. 
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A manufacturedmobile home replacement permit from the city building 
inspector must be obtained before a replacement manufacturedmobile home is 
put on any space or lot in the R3 zone. 

 
Trailers older than twenty (20) years proposed to be located outside of a 
licensed trailer court that have obtained a manufacturedmobile home 
replacement permit from the city building inspector must apply for a conditional 
use permit. 

 
Trailers older than twenty (20) years proposed to be located in a licensed trailer 
court that have obtained a manufacturedmobile home replacement permit from 
the city building inspector do not need to also apply for a conditional use permit 
but still need approval by the city council. 

 
   ManufacturedMobile homes and uses allowed in the R1 and R2 districts. 
 

Other uses similar in nature to those listed herein and reviewed as a conditional 
use. 

… 
 

11-1-5-2: HEIGHT LIMITS ESTABLISHED: 
 
Height limits shall be as allowed in Section 11-1-6-2.C. except as required in this 
section and in Section 11-1-5-3.Two (2) stories or thirty feet (30') in all districts 
except the C1 and I districts shall be allowed. Buildings in agricultural and 
residential districts shall not exceed 30 feet in height. Buildings in the C1 district 
shall not exceed in height the width (curb face to curb face) of the street on which 
they front. Building height in industrial districtsthe I2 district shall not exceed 
forty-five feet (45') without approval of the zoning commission. (Ord., 9-3-1974) 
 
11-1-6-2: YARD AND FAMILY SPACE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
… 
 

C.   In The C1, C2, C3, I1 And I2 Districts: Yard setbacks, height restrictions, 
and lot coverages for the C and I districts other than residential are as 
follows: 

District 

 

Front 
Setback 

 

Side 
Setback 

 

Side 
Adjacent 
To Street 
Setback 

Rear 
Setback 

 

Maximum 
Lot 
Coverage 

 

Maximum 
Building 
Height1 

 

C1 0 feet 0 feet 0 feet 0 feet n/a n/a1 
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C2 20 feet 0 feet 10 feet 0 feet 75 
percent 

45 feet1 

C3 20 feet 0 feet 10 feet 0  feet 50 
percent 

2530 feet1 

I1 20 feet 0 feet 10 feet 0 feet 75 
percent 

75 feet1 

I2 20 feet 0 feet 10 feet 0 feet 76 
percent 

n/a1 

 
  1. n/a: Not applicable; see Section 11-1-5-2. 

 
… 
 
11-1-8-2: ACCESSORY USES PERMITTED: 
 
… 
 

I. Accessory buildings, other than accessory dwelling units (ADUs), may 
not be used for dwelling purposes. 

 
… 
 
DATE OF EFFECT. 
 The amendment to this ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty 
(30) days from the date of its second reading and passage by the City Council as 
required by law. 
 
 FIRST READING AND PASSAGE By a majority vote of the members 
present this _____ day of April, 2026. 
 
 YEAS _________   NAYS _________  

 ____________________________ 
      Mayor 
 
      ATTEST: 
 
                                                                  
      City Clerk  
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 POSTED AND MADE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC this _______ day of  
____________________, 2025. 
 
 
     ________________________________   
     City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 SECOND READING AND PASSAGE By a majority vote of the members  
present this _____ day of ______________________, 2026. 
 
  YEAS _________   NAYS _________ 
   

    
_________________________________ 

     Mayor 
 
     ATTEST:     
 
     _________________________________           
     City Clerk   





MAYOR 
Riley Ramsey 

POLICE CHIEF 
Paul M. George Jr. 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
Michael Hurff Jr.  

FINANCE OFFICER/CITY CLERK 
Andrew Lehr 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

The City of Hardin is searching 
for a City of Hardin Resident  
who would be interested in  

serving a 3-year term,  
expiring May 2029, 

on the Police Commission. 
 

Submit a Letter of Interest by 
April 16, 2026 to 

Mayor Riley Ramsey 

406 N. Cheyenne Ave. 

Hardin, MT 59034 
 

For a list of requirements please 
contact City Hall at 406-665-9260 Ext. 104 

or visit the City website at 
         www.hardinmt.com/Notices.html 

 
City of Hardin  |  406 N. Cheyenne  |  Hardin, MT 59034  |  406-665-9260 Ext. 104  |  hardinmt.com 

 
 

http://www.hardinmt.com/Notices.html





