The City of Hardin
AGENDA 406 N. Cheyenne Avenue
Hardin, MT 59034
June 16,2026

AUDIO RECORDING BEGINS
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:30 P.M.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL: Mayor:
Alderpersons: Steven Hopes Clayton Greer Chris Sharpe
George Toyne Jeremy Krebs Antonio Espinoza
CONSENT AGENDA:
Council Meeting 06/02/2026 Resolutions or Ordinances 06/02/2026 Claims
PUBLIC COMMENT (agenda items only): 3 minutes per person
MAYOR:
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

e Personnel Committee/City Policy: Mayor
e Sewer & Water: Hopes
e Streets & Alleys: Hopes
e Law Enforcement: Toyne
e Parks & Playgrounds: Krebs
¢ Finance/Landfill: Greer
¢ Resolutions and Ordinances: Sharpe
e Economic Development: Toyne
SPECIAL COMMITTEES:
PETITIONS & COMMUNICATIONS:
0 City-County Planning Board Minutes - March 9, 2026

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: N/A

NEW BUSINESS:

Northcon, Inc. Change Order NO. 3 - $13,887.75

Northcon, Inc. Pay Application # 11 - $527,925.92

Rocky Mountain Power - Suspension, Payment, and Release Agreement
Lodge Grass Project - Floating Dock for Lagoons - $23,072.38

Lodge Grass Competitive Grant Pay Application

0 Worker’s Compensation - HUB International and Johnson Insurance

STAFF REPORTS

Public Works:

Finance:

Police:

Legal:

e Economic Development:

RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:

Resolution NO. 2440 - Establishing Wages for Certain City Employees for Fiscal Year 2026/2027
Resolution NO. 2441 - Establishing Wages of Non-Union Employees and Elected Officials for FY 2026/2027
Resolution NO. 2442 - Establishing Wages for Hardin City Police Department Employees for FY 2026/2027

PUBLIC COMMENT: 3 minutes per person
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Employee Anniversaries: May - Jeremy Beckman, 31 years June - Dean Baker, 12 years; Alexandria Edwards, 1 year;
Joshua Garcia, 1 year; Michael Hurff, Jr., 16 years; Lauren Krebs, 1 year; Tamara Mendez, 7 years; Tyler Nedens, 2 years;
and Shawndae Old EIk; 5 years

Budget Meetings - 5:30 p.m. Council Chambers - June 23, 2026 & July 14, 15, & 16 & Continuing as needed.

Notices to Bid - Three (3) 10 yard Tandem Axle Dump Trucks - Bid Opening 10:00 a.m. June 25, 2026 and Amendment No. 1
One (1) New Crawler Loader with Multi-use Bucket - Landfill - Bid Opening 10:15 a.m. June 25, 2026

South Park Grand Opening Celebration - Saturday, June 20, 2026 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. - No Business is to be conducted,
but there is a possibility for a quorum to be present

City Offices Closing: at 12:00 p.m. Friday, June 26, 2026 - to attend Little Big Horn Days activities
City of Hardin Job Openings: Full-time position: Police Chief, Police Officer

O Oo0O0O0OO0

Meeting adjourned at P.M.
AUDIO RECORDING ENDS

Additions to the Agenda can be voted on by Council to add to the Agenda for the next Council meeting.
Agenda items will need to be submitted by Wednesday noon before a Tuesday Council meeting.
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June 2, 2026 - Minutes

THE COMMON COUNCIL
CITY of HARDIN, MONTANA

COUNCIL MEETING: The Regular Council Meeting for June 2, 2026 was called to order
at 6:45 p.m. with Mayor Riley Ramsey presiding by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

The following Aldermen were present: Steven Hopes, George Toyne, Clayton Greer, Chris
Sharpe, Antonio Espinoza and Jeremy Krebs.

Also present: Finance Officer/City Clerk Andrew Lehr, Public Works Director Michael Hurff, Jr.,
Economic Development Director Tina Toyne, Deputy City Clerk Angela Zimmer, Attorney Jordan
Knudsen, and Interim Chief of Police Tyler Nedens.

Also present: Several Members of the Public

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS & CLAIMS: Greer motioned to approve the
Council Meeting of May 19, 2026 as written. Motion seconded by Hopes. On a voice vote the
motion passed. (5/1) Sharpe abstained. Hopes motioned to approve the Sewer and Water
Committee minutes as written for May 19, 2026. Greer seconded. On a voice vote the motion
passed. (5/1) Sharpe abstained. Greer motioned to approve the Law Enforcement Committee
minutes as written for March 3, 3026. Hopes seconded. On a voice vote the motion passed. (5/1)
Sharpe abstained.

Greer made a motion to approve the claims for June 2, 2026.

CLAIM No. Monthly Total

April, 2026 33807 $ 631.65

May, 2026 33752, 33770, 33777-337178,33783, 33791
33802, 33803, 33805-33806, 33808-33813,
33815, 33840-33859, 33861-33865,

33866-33875, 33877 149,710.17
June, 2026 33814, 33816-33832, 33834, 33837-33838 2,0000
Claims Total (Expenditures) $ 152,341.82
May 2026 $ 296,796.47
TOTAL Submitted $ 449,138.29

Toyne seconded the motion. On a voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Jose Funke, resident, noted he was here to discuss the Interim Police Chief wage and voiced
his thoughts on the position and his feelings on having the City of Hardin Police Department
(HPD).

Mark Kuntz, resident, asked Funke if he remembers how bad crime was before the HPD.

MAYOR:

Mayor Ramsey voiced he appreciates the Police Department, they have been working hard.
There have been recognitions. There is a really bright future. He appreciates Hurff and the City
Crew for the work they have done on the sewer main.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Personnel Policy/City Policy:

Sewer & Water:
Hopes reported there was a sewer problem; the City crew did an excellent job. The new
machine (vac truck) helped.

Hurff reported that on Tuesday, May 26th, at approximately 3:00 p.m., they received a call
about a sewer back-up in the Rangeview area. There was a plug in the line at the intersection of
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June 2, 2026 - Minutes

3" Street and Mitchell Avenue; the vac truck ran through that night, the next day, and the next
night. The bypass pump was used. He requested emergency funds from Council; he called six
companies in an effort to get someone here as soon as possible; Pace Construction, Inc. came in at
about $10K — 15K. The City received a permit from the State and received approval to start to
dig this morning to dig. Hurff noted they found an old part of the cast iron pipe missing. He
reviewed the process for repairs. He noted the storm line over top of the sewer line failed also and
will be replaced.

Streets & Alleys:
Hopes reported the City Crew has been working on alleys and picking up garbage.

Law Enforcement:
Toyne reported the City has a new Interim Chief; the department has received resignations
and has also hired new staff.

Parks & Playgrounds:

Krebs reported the Grand Opening for South Park is scheduled for Saturday, June 20, 2026
from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. He noted banners have been ordered, posters have been printed, t-
shirts, door prizes etc. for the kids. Sponsors for the event include Montana-Dakota Utilities, 811
Montana, Pepsi, City of Hardin, One Health, Big Horn County Library, YES Coalition, and S
Ranch Meats.

Finance/Landfill:

Resolutions & Ordinances:
Sharpe reported the committee approved to bring the marijuana ordinance before Councill.

Economic Development:

Toyne reported the City Economic Development Director, Tina Toyne, has been working with
the Planning Committee to plan activities and funding for Little Big Horn Days and has been
collaborating with program managers on multiple Tourism Grant projects. She has attended
meetings with Montana Business Attraction, Cushing. Terrel'and Destination 1Q, Montana Main
Street, High Plains for the Becker Hotel, Big Sky Passenger Rail Authority, the Tourism Grant
Steering Committee and Beartooth RC&D.

SPECIAL COMMITTEES:

PETITIONS & COMMUNICATIONS:
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: N/A

NEW BUSINESS:

Hopes motioned to approve the Emergency Funds for the Sewer Main at Mitchell Avenue and
3" Street West. Espinoza seconded. Mayor Ramsey reported it was an emergency due to public
health and wellness. Hurff reported it will cost between $10K - $15K; it was noted there will be
additional costs for flowable fill, asphalt, etc. On a voice vote the motion was unanimously
approved.

Landa Lehman requested assistance from the City for the 8" Annual 4" of July Celebration.
The requests include closure of the 200 Block, dumpsters, portable restrooms, a handwashing
station, blockades, and street sweeping. Hopes motioned to approve the requests. Espinoza
seconded. On a voice vote the motion was unanimously approved.

Cheri Suchodolski, Manager of the River Valley Farmers Market, requested street closure of
the 200 Block of North Center Avenue from 3:30 to 8:30 p.m. every Thursday in August and
September; portable restrooms — handicap accessible and a handwashing station. Suchodolski
noted they are extending the market two more weeks, for a total of eight weeks. Krebs motioned
to approve what has been done in the past and also the additional two weeks. Hopes seconded.
On a voice vote the motion was unanimously approved.

Mayor Ramsey reported there is a request to transfer the Ford F250 from the Police
Department (PD) to the Public Works Department (PW). Interim Chief Tyler Nedens noted Public
Works would get more use out of it. Krebs asked if PW would have to purchase it from the PD or
can it just be transferred. Lehr noted money would be transferred from the PW fund to the Public
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June 2, 2026 - Minutes

Safety Fund. Krebs motioned to allow the transaction. Espinoza seconded. Ramsey noted the
amount of $20,000 would be transferred. On a voice vote the motion was unanimously approved.

Mayor Ramsey asked Knudsen about what the process would be regarding the marijuana
ordinance. Knudsen reported Council can to vote to draft the ordinance with instructions of what
they would want him to change. Espinoza motioned to have Knudsen draft an ordinance with the
amendments of adding a third one. Knudsen noted there are other proposals; the request to change
from two to three (dispensaries) within the one-mile radius; change which zoning areas is allowed
by adding commercial zoning to that; and the hours. Cody Meeks noted to add if possible the City
should propose, have Knudsen look into it if the three percent is possible. Knudsen noted he
looked it up and it is only the County that can tax that; it is opt in excise tax the City gets a benefit
of, Cities are not allowed to do that. Krebs asked if he could make a motion to keep the number
at two. Knudsen pointed out there is a motion pending by Espinoza. Espinoza rescinded his
motion, adding because it was an example. Krebs motioned to keep the number of dispensaries,
the ordinance the same and keep it at two dispensaries. Hopes seconded. Meeks voiced he is
asking for a professional heavy regulated business to be opened in a commercial area, with the
possibility of bringing in more tax revenue. On a voice vote the motion passed. (4/2) Hopes
voting Aye, Greer voting Nay, Sharpe voting Aye, Toyne voting Aye, Espinoza voting Nay, Krebs
voting Aye.

Mayor Ramsey reported the Chamber of Commerce submitted requests for a Beer & Wine
Permit, extended hours and fee waiver for Little Bighorn Days 2026 — June 26", 27", and 28™.
Sharpe motioned to approve the beer and wine permit for Little Big'Horn Days. Hopes seconded.
On a voice vote the motion was unanimously approved.

Mayor Ramsey reported the Chamber of Commerce Submitted requests for the 4" of July
Celebration - Beer & Wine Permit, extended hours and fee waiver. Toyne motioned to approve
the beer and wine permit for the 4" of July. Espinozanoted he thought the items were being voted
on separately; extended hours, beer and wine, fee waiver. Knudsen noted it is appropriate, he
requested when somebody makes a motion to specifically say the exactly what they are approving,
or not approving. Mayor Ramsey noted, for the record, to move back to the item for Little Bighorn
Days. Sharpe motioned to approve the beer and wine permit for the Little Bighorn Days, the
extended hours, and a waiver fee. Hopes seconded. On a voice vote the motion was unanimously
approved. Hopes motioned to approve the beer and wine permit, extended hours, and waiver of
fees for the 4™ of July Celebration. Greer-asked about the extended hours. Knudsen noted the
motion should include the times to be approved. Hopes motioned to approve the 4™ of July beer
and wine permit, extended-hours from 10:00-a.m. to 6:00 p.m., and fees to be waived. Espinoza
seconded. On a voice vote the motion was unanimously approved.

David R. Blaine, Crow Times President and Founder, voiced he and the YES Coalition host
free “Movies in the Park”. He provided information about past, current, and future events. His
goal is There is a lot of structure to the events he holds. The requests include approval to utilize
Heimat Park after hours, a power source for the equipment and for the sprinklers to be shut off.
Krebs made a motion to approve all the requests and asked Knudsen if it is okay to approve this
with him coordinating the events one or two weeks in advance with Hurff. Knudsen noted that is
fine and he also recommends for him to notify the City Police Department. Espinoza seconded
the motion. Espinoza asked if this is a one-time permit. Blaine noted he would like to have it for
generations, keep it consistent. Krebs asked Blaine to come back next year for approval. On a
voice vote the motion was unanimously approved.

Espinoza asked if they are asking for a one time permit. Blaine asked to have it for
generations, keep it consistent by season. Krebs asked for him to come back next year again.

Mayor Ramsey requested approval of the wage increase for Interim Chief of Police Tyler
Nedens. Espinoza motioned to approve. Greer seconded. On a voice vote the motion was
unanimously approved.

STAFF REPORTS:
Public Works:

Finance:

Lehr reported the Lodge Grass Project may be pushed back a few weeks; the City of Hardin
will pay for the engineers to be onsite for the remainder of the project. Training on the new website
is scheduled for the next couple of weeks; the City is getting closer to releasing the new website
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to the community. The State allowed money from the Pilot Grant earmarked for mini-grants, that
was spent/expected to be spent in year one of the grant, to be rolled over to the second year. Lehr
reported open enrollment for Health Insurance has begun. The City went out to bid for an auditor
to audit the City’s financials, there were not any bids turned in; he will solicit bids for an auditor
to audit Fiscal years 2025, 2026, and 2027. He would like to schedule Budget Meetings for June
23, 2026 and July 14", 15" and 16"

Police:
Interim Chief of Police Nedens reviewed calls for service. He reported Officer Joshua Sederes
is currently at the Montana Law Enforcement Academy.

Legal:

Knudsen reported he notified Council at the last meeting that Rocky Mountain Power had
reached out to him to settle their debt for the ash. They sent him a proposed settlement/agreement
to put a pause on the ash agreement. He will have it for Council at the next meeting.

Espinoza asked Knudsen what he charges for mostly court, weed versus alcohol — MIP
(minors in possession). Knudsen noted marijuana and tobacco vapes are number one.

Economic Development:

Toyne reported she attended the Montana Housing Partnership Conference in Anaconda last
month; she provided examples of how the school districts are partnering with the communities to
address housing challenges and create educational opportunities that include developing a fourplex
for teachers and a student home building program that help students gain interest in trades;
providing them with rewarding career opportunities and a strong foundation for their future.

RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:

Resolution NO. 2438 — Appointing an Interim Chief of Police and Establishing Wages. Hopes
motioned to approve the resolution as written. Greer seconded. On a voice vote, the motion was
unanimously approved.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Jose Funke, resident, asked questions and voiced his concerns about the Police Department.

Corrina Kirschenmann-Kuntz noted she had asked about the state statute for compensation of
the Police Commission. She passed out a paper online from Montana Code Annotated noting the
City of Hardin is a third class; it indicates they would not have to get paid. She added the City
could save $50.00 a month.and they could be volunteers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Mayor Ramsey reported the Hardin Community Blood Drive is scheduled for Thursday, June 4,
2026 from 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. at First Alliance Church; the Hardin Volunteer Fire Department
Pancake Breakfast is scheduled for Sunday, June 7, 2026 at 8:00 a.m. at the Hardin Fire Hall, 1204
N. Custer Avenue; the regular meeting for the City-County Planning Board is scheduled for June
8, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers; Budget Meetings are scheduled for June 23" and July
14" 15" and 16™, 2026 and Continuing as needed; the South Park Grand Opening Celebration is
scheduled for Saturday, June 20, 2026 from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. There is a possibility of a
quorum to be present, no business will be conducted.

The City of Hardin has the following Job Openings: Full-time positions — Police Chief,
Maintenance Worker I, and Water Distribution Operator in Training I. Part-time position
Temporary - Court Clerk I-111.

Espinoza announced the Farm to Market Agreement between the City and County expires
tomorrow.

Greer motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m. Krebs seconded. On a voice vote, the motion
was unanimously approved.

Riley Ramsey, Mayor
ATTEST:

Andrew Lehr, Finance Officer/City Clerk
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City of Hardin
Resolutions or Ordinances Committee Meeting
June 2, 2026

The Resolutions or Ordinances Committee Meeting began at 6:00 p.m. In attendance were
Committee members Chris Sharpe, Steven Hopes, Antonio Espinoza and Council Members
Clayton Greer, George Toyne, and Jeremy Krebs, Mayor Riley Ramsey, Finance Officer/City
Clerk Andrew Lehr, Public Works Director Michael Hurff, Jr., City Attorney Jordan Knudsen,
Deputy City Clerk Angela Zimmer, and Interim Police Chief Tyler Nedens.

Also present: Members of the public

Mayor Ramsey noted the Committee meeting is to discuss changes proposed by Cody Meeks
to the Marijuana Ordinance.

Public Comment:

Carole Fox, resident, asked what the changes are. Mayor Ramsey noted the proposed changes
are to have three dispensaries within a mile of the City instead of two. Fox asked if we need
three. Sergio Lopez, resident, noted it would be beneficial to the City and would bring a lot of
revenue in from taxes to help in the parks, replace roads, sidewalks etc. and help in the
community with the young generation; sponsorships the kids need right now. Lopez noted it
wouldn’t really benefit the people for three; there is already two, it would benefit the City with
revenue staying within the City. Toyne asked Lopez how much he thought the tax revenue
would increase by. Krebs noted the City received $12,000 for the whole year last year.

Fox asked if anybody here realizes what the kids are doing, how bad it is for younger kids in
this town with marijuana, it will get worse. Corrina Kirschenmann- Kuntz voiced she lives in
Ward 2 and asks for Ward 2 Councilmen to vote no. There is two here, there is enough graffiti
all over, alcoholics, etc.; we don’t need more problems.

Cody Meeks passed out information he printed from the Montana Department of Revenue. He
voiced reasons there is a need for another dispensary. He would like to add another amendment
to the ordinance to add a three percent local tax option. He reviewed how the Local Option
Marijuana Excise tax is distributed. The two dispensaries in Big Horn County are 312 and
Bloom; they created $5.4 million in sales. He added if there is another dispensary in the City
limits it can come out to $60,000 in tax dollar revenue, create more jobs, and more tourism. It
is the most regulated business in the state. He asked Council to pass the amendments.

Knudsen noted the three percent tax is set by statue and the City cannot change that whether it
is in the city limits or not. Meeks noted he disagreed and pointed out a section of the information
he had previously provided to Council; adding the City of Billings is getting that three percent.
Knudsen noted they are a Charter Government and we (the City) are not; we live within the
General Powers Section of the Constitution. We cannot increase taxes because we are not a
Self-Governing Charter Government, we are a General Powers Government; meaning the
powers we are granted are only those that are statutorily authorized.



Jose Funke, resident, voiced he agrees with bringing another dispensary here instead of seeing all
the empty buildings; adding no one else is buying buildings here. He added he stands to say yes.

David R. Blaine voiced no matter how much you say yes or no, there is always going to be a
problem with it. There are kids under twenty-one still consuming the stuff. He had been to one
of the dispensaries asking for sponsorships and was denied. He added we don’t see any of the
establishments creating some kind of treatment program for these children to go to. We had a big
problem with it way before they were here or in Billings. He noted he is not here to say he is for
or against it, he wants Council to stop, pause, look over the pros and cons; we have youth out here.
We are not going to stop the younger ones from consuming and getting ahold of and using liquor,
alcohol, shrooms etc. In the end what happens to the children; there are no treatment centers. It
IS not about the consumer, the business, it is about the children.

Kirschenmann-Kuntz noted she has not seen sponsorship to the community from one of them.
Espinoza noted he has seen Bloom sponsor; he had a youth basketball team they sponsored for
fees and hotels. Espinoza added there is a benefit for medical marijuana, it is not just kids using
it, adults are. Alcohol is getting stronger, you can get a drink with fifteen percent alcohol. The
problem is alcohol and not so much marijuana; adding people can be addicted to anything. Having
a third one where it wants to be is better than having to go out there for the older people.

Meeks noted we all know the problem is alcohol; he has lost family to alcohol and bad things
happen with alcohol all the time. It is not going anywhere, it is everywhere. We let the market
decide; it creates better business and competition; let the market decide for another dispensary.

Kirschenmann-Kuntz noted the State of Montana does not give the City the right to decide who
can sell beer and wine; it is state regulated. Regarding marijuana, Council has the right to vote
how many are allowed in the community.

Sharpe noted he has looked at how different towns have regulated it; some allow medical only,
some have caps etc. Senate Bill 27 says there is a freeze on any new licenses for medical
marijuana, putting new businesses up, until July 1, 2027. The license can be transferred, but cannot
be new. Espinoza asked Knudsen about the bill. Knudsen noted it says the department shall not
accept any more applications after July 1, 2025. They can start accepting applications beginning
July 1, 2027; new applicants. It does not prohibit a license owner from moving to another location,
they don’t get to expand, but can move their business (license).

Meeks wanted to remind everybody there is currently not a dispensary in Hardin, because of that
he believes the City is not getting their taxes. He added weed is kind of like beer, you can get beer
or something strong like a shot; there are options, you can get something a little less or more strong.

Meeks noted he is with a different company; they live in the state of Montana. Espinoza asked
Meeks if they had a license already. Meeks noted he works for a company, they have the license,
and he has a partner. Meeks reviewed how the tiers work, the company he is currently with has
an unused dispensary license they are looking to open up in the state.

Krebs asked Lehr how much taxes the City received over the course of last year. Lehr noted about
$12,000. He pointed out Meeks had said that amount of sales last year was $5.4 million and the



City of Hardin got $12,000. If the businesses have grossed that much, why haven’t they done
more with the community. He asked why it would increase the tourism for Hardin, Montana.

Greer asked if anyone in the room has a family member that has died of cancer and have any of
them used any derivatives of marijuana. He noted the THC helped one of his family members.

Meeks noted it will help tourism, people come from out of state, they have to go to gas stations,
they get hungry and go to restaurants.

Laurie Tschetter, local business owner, voiced her experience as a landlord from collecting rent to
cleaning the property. She believes we do not need a third one in town and she does not want one
coming in off the interstate. She added we have an opportunity to learn from the mistakes of other
communities and mold and shape our community the way we need it to be.

Sharpe noted he would like to say to Espinoza’s point that alcohol is already a problem, if
marijuana is here, lets keep it regulated and not let it blow up into the monster alcohol has turned
into. | would like to keep it at two for now, we can table it for now.

Knudsen noted the committee can make a recommendation. He would ask for the committee
members to decide to recommend action or recommend to table.

Espinoza voiced he would like to see the City of Hardin vote on something that has health benefits.
Sharpe voiced he would like to table it. Hopes agreed. Espinoza voiced he wants to vote to
approve; put it to a vote.

Knudsen noted he has not drafted an ordinance; there cannot be a vote tonight to amend the
ordinance. His recommendation is for the committee to make a recommendation to Council and
City Council, during the meeting, can direct him to draft the ordinance or not.

The consensus of the committee is to bring it forward to Council.

There was no further discussion.

The meeting ended at 6:45 p.m.

Chris Sharpe, Committee Chairman

ATTEST:

Angela Zimmer, Deputy City Clerk



































































































SUSPENSION, PAYMENT AND RELEASE AGREEMENT

SUSPENSION, PAYMENT AND RELEASE AGREEMENT
(City of Hardin, Montana)

This Suspension, Payment and Release Agreement (this “Agreement”) is made and entered
into as of , 2026 (the “Effective Date”), by and between the
City of Hardin, Montana, a municipal corporation organized under the laws of the State of
Montana (the “City””), and Rocky Mountain Power, LLC, (f/k/a Rocky Mountain Power, Inc.) a
Delaware limited liability company (the “Company”). The City and the Company are referred to
herein individually as a “Party” and collectively as the “Parties.”)

Recitals

A. The City and the Company are parties to that certain Ash Disposal Agreement dated as
of December 1, 2005 as amended by that certain Amendment to Ash Disposal Agreement
dated November 21, 2023 (the “Underlying Agreement”), establishing the terms by
which the Company has disposed of Waste (as defined in the Underlying Agreement) in
the landfill owned and operated by the City.

B. The Company is obligated to make certain periodic payments to the City for providing
services under the Underlying Agreement (the “Payment Obligations™).

C. The Company has been running its generating station in cold-idle since May of 2025 and
does not currently require Waste related services under the Underlying Agreement

D. The Parties desire to suspend the Payment Obligations on the terms set forth herein in
consideration of the Company’s payment to the City of the Settlement Amount (as defined
below), and to provide a mechanism by which the Payment Obligations may be resumed
upon notice.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and agreements set forth herein,
and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby
acknowledged, the Parties agree as follows:

1. Definitions

Capitalized terms used but not otherwise defined herein have the meanings set forth below or
elsewhere in this Agreement.

(a) “Business Day” means any day other than a Saturday, Sunday, or day on which
banks in the State of Montana are authorized or required by law to be closed.

(b) “Resumption Notice” has the meaning set forth in Section 4.
(c) “Resumption Date” has the meaning set forth in Section 4.
(d) “Settlement Amount” means the sum of $193,706.02.

(e) “Suspension Period” means the period beginning on the Effective Date and
continuing until the Resumption Date, if any.
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SUSPENSION, PAYMENT AND RELEASE AGREEMENT

(f) “Obligations” means the Payment Obligations and the Waste Obligations.

2. Payment of Settlement Amount

2.1 Payment. In consideration of the suspension and release provided herein, the Company shall
pay to the City the Settlement Amount in immediately available funds by wire transfer or ACH on
or before the Payment Date. The “Payment Date” means the date that is five (5) Business Days
after the latest of (a) June 17, 2026, (b) the City’s execution and delivery to the Company of its
duly executed counterpart to this Agreement (email being sufficient) and (c) the date on which the
City provides the Company with payment instructions for payment of the Settlement Amount.

2.2 Payment in Full; Effectiveness. The Settlement Amount represents payment in full of all
Payment Obligations accrued prior to the Suspension Period. Upon the City's receipt of the
Settlement Amount in full, the suspension of the Payment Obligations under Section 3 and the
release under Section 5 shall become effective as of, and shall relate back to, the Effective Date.

2.3 Lapse if Not Funded; Time of the Essence. The suspension under Section 3 and the
release under Section 5 are expressly conditioned upon the City’s actual receipt of the Settlement
Amount in full on or before the Payment Date. If the City does not receive the Settlement Amount
in full on or before the Payment Date, this Agreement shall automatically terminate and be of no
further force or effect, the suspension and release shall be deemed never to have taken effect,
and the Underlying Agreement shall continue in full force and effect as if this Agreement had not
been executed. Time is of the essence with respect to payment of the Settlement Amount.

3. Suspension of Obligations

3.1 Suspension. Subject to Section 2 and effective as provided therein, the Obligations are
suspended for the duration of the Suspension Period. During the Suspension Period: (a) the
Company shall have no obligation to make, and the City shall have no right to demand or collect,
any payment in respect of the Payment Obligations; (b) the City shall have no obligation to accept,
and the Company shall have no right to require the City to accept, Waste (the “Waste
Obligations”); and (c) no interest, late charge, penalty, fee, or other amount or claim shall accrue
on or with respect to any Obligation.

3.2 Survival of Underlying Agreement. Except for the suspension of the Obligations expressly
provided herein, the Underlying Agreement shall remain in full force and effect in accordance with
its terms. The suspension of the Obligations shall not be deemed a waiver, amendment, novation,
or termination of the Underlying Agreement or of any other right, obligation, or remedy thereunder,
except as expressly set forth in this Agreement.

3.3 No Forgiveness Beyond Suspension Period. For the avoidance of doubt, the suspension
of the Obligations applies only to the Suspension Period. Obligations that first accrue on or after
the Resumption Date are not released, suspended, or affected by this Agreement and shall be
governed by Section 4 and the Underlying Agreement.
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4. Resumption of Obligations

4.1 Resumption Notice. If the Company wishes to resume operations, it may deliver a written
notice to the City electing to resume the Underlying Agreement in accordance with Section 9 (a
“Resumption Notice”). So long as the Redeployment Effective Date has not occurred, the
Obligations shall resume on the date that is five (5) Business Days after the date the Resumption
Notice is deemed given (the “Resumption Date”).

4.2 Redeployment Notice by City. At any time on or after the date that is eighteen (18) months
after the Effective Date (the "Redeployment Eligibility Date"), if the Suspension Period is then
continuing, the City may deliver written notice to the Company in accordance with Section 9
stating that the City intends to permanently redeploy the landfill capacity reserved for the
Company under the Underlying Agreement (a "Redeployment Notice"). The Company may,
within thirty (30) days after the date the Redeployment Notice is deemed given (the "Election
Period"), deliver a Resumption Notice pursuant to Section 4.1, in which case Section 4.1 shall
control and the Redeployment Notice shall be of no further force or effect. If the Company does
not deliver a Resumption Notice within the Election Period, then, effective on the day immediately
following the end of the Election Period (the "Redeployment Effective Date"): (a) the Suspension
Period shall end; (b) the Underlying Agreement and all Obligations thereunder shall be irrevocably
terminated; provided that any provisions of the Underlying Agreement that by their terms or nature
are intended to survive termination (including, without limitation, indemnification, environmental,
reclamation, audit, and confidentiality obligations) shall so survive in accordance with their terms.;
and (c) the City may thereafter repurpose such capacity for any use in its sole discretion. For
avoidance of doubt, nothing herein shall be interpreted as a restriction on the City’s ability to use
the landfill during the Suspension Period.

4.3 Effect of Resumption. On and after the Resumption Date, the Obligations shall resume and
continue in full force and effect in accordance with the Underlying Agreement, as if the suspension
had not occurred, except that no Obligation shall be due or accrue with respect to any period
during the Suspension Period. The first payment due after the Resumption Date shall be the
payment next coming due under the Underlying Agreement following the Resumption Date,
prorated as set forth in the Underlying Agreement or, if not addressed therein, prorated on a daily
basis from the Resumption Date.

4.4 No Retroactive Liability. Resumption of the Obligations shall be prospective only. Nothing
in this Section 4 shall revive, reinstate, or render payable any Obligation that was suspended and
released with respect to the Suspension Period.

5. Release

5.1 Release. Subject to Section 2 and effective as provided therein, each Party, on behalf of
itself and its officers, agents, successors, and assigns, hereby releases, acquits, and forever
discharges the other Party and its officers, directors, members, managers, employees, agents,
affiliates, successors, and assigns from any and all claims, demands, causes of action,
obligations, damages, and liabilities of every kind and nature, whether known or unknown,
asserted or unasserted, that it has or may have against the other Party arising under or relating
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to the Underlying Agreement and accruing at any time through the end of the Suspension Period
(collectively, the “Released Claims™).

5.2 Reservation of Rights. Notwithstanding Section 5.1, the release set forth herein does not
extend to, and each Party expressly reserves, all rights and remedies with respect to: (a) the other
Party’s obligations under this Agreement, including in the case of the Company, the obligation to
pay the Settlement Amount; (b) any claim or obligation arising under or relating to the Underlying
Agreement that first arises or accrues on or after the Resumption Date, including any Obligation
first accruing on or after the Resumption Date; and (c) any indemnification, environmental,
reclamation, or contribution rights or obligations under the Underlying Agreement, all of which
shall survive in accordance with their terms..

5.3 No Admission. This Agreement is entered into as a compromise and accommodation
between the Parties. Nothing herein shall constitute or be construed as an admission of liability,
wrongdoing, or the validity of any claim or defense by either Party.

6. Representations and Warranties

Each Party represents and warrants to the other that: (a) it has full power and authority to enter
into and perform this Agreement; (b) the execution, delivery, and performance of this Agreement
have been duly authorized by all necessary action, including, with respect to the City, any required
approval of its governing body; and (c) this Agreement constitutes a legal, valid, and binding
obligation of such Party, enforceable in accordance with its terms.

7. Arbitration; Governing Law and Venue

Section 16.3 (Arbitration) and Section 16.4 (Governing Law and Venue) of the Underlying
Agreement are incorporated mutatis mutandis herein.

8. Entire Agreement; Amendment

This Agreement, together with the Underlying Agreement, constitutes the entire agreement
between the Parties with respect to the subject matter hereof and supersedes all prior or
contemporaneous understandings, whether written or oral. This Agreement may be amended
only by a written instrument signed by both Parties.

9. Notices

All notices under this Agreement, including any Resumption Notice, shall be in writing and shall
be deemed duly given: (a) when delivered personally; (b) one (1) Business Day after deposit with
a nationally recognized overnight courier; or (c) three (3) Business Days after deposit in the U.S.
mail, certified or registered, return receipt requested, postage prepaid, in each case addressed to
the Party at the address set forth below its signature or such other address as a Party may
designate by notice given in accordance with this Section.
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10. Miscellaneous

If any provision of this Agreement is held invalid or unenforceable, the remaining provisions shall
continue in full force and effect. The failure of either Party to enforce any provision shall not
constitute a waiver thereof. This Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the
Parties and their respective successors and permitted assigns. This Agreement may be executed
in counterparts, including by electronic signature, each of which shall be deemed an original and
all of which together shall constitute one instrument.

Signatures
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed this Agreement as of the Effective Date.

CITY OF HARDIN, MONTANA

By:
Name:

Title:

Date:

Address for notices:

COMPANY:

ROCKY MOUNTAIN POWER, LLC

By:
Name:

Title:

Date:

Address for notices:
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Note:

Exhibit A

City of Hardin - Non-Exempt Employees

BAKER, DEAN L
BECKMAN, JEREMY J
BIRDINGROUND, EUGENE
CONNELLY, JOSEPH E
EDWARDS, ALEXANDRIA
ESPINOZA, CHEYENNE
GONZALES, MOSES
JEFFERSON, RICHARD
JOHNS, MERLE P

KING, TERESA

KREBS, LAUREN

KUNTZ JR, KENNETH J
LAUTT, TREVOR A
MCCONNELL, NATHAN W
MELVILLE, RANDY
MENDEZ, TAMARA
MILLER, ROSS
OLDCHIEF, HOWARD
OLDELK, SHAWNDAE
PETERS, STEFFEN

REED, DARRELL

RIEHL, MICHAEL O
SCHNEIDER, CHRIS L
SMITH, LARICIA
STIEBER, JULIANNE
STIMPSON, MICHAEL P

LEAD - SEWER TREATMENT
MAINTENANCE WORKER V
MAINTENANCE WORKER |
BUILDING INSPECTOR
PROJECT MANAGER/ ADMIN ASST
UTILITY BILLING CLERK !
MAINTENANCE WORKER V
WTP OPERATOR

WTP OPERATOR
JANITORIAL/ MAINTENANCE |
GENERAL LABORER

LEAD - WATER DISTRIBUTION
LEAD - WTP

MAINTENANCE WORKER Il
MECHANIC

LEGAL ASSISTANT Il
MAINTENANCE WORKER 11l
SEASONAL PARKS GENERAL
MWIII & ASSISTANT MECHA
WWTP OPERATOR

GENERAL LABORER
MAINTENANCE WORKER Il
LANDFILL LEAD

COURT CLERK |

COURT CLERK I
MAINTENANCE WORKER V

TAKES THE HORSE, MARKUS G MWHII / PARKS LEAD

WILSON, BRYAN

"ZIMMER, ANGELA D

MAINTENANCE WORKER |
DEPUTY CITY CLERK Il

33.02

33.99
19.40
29.95
35.56
20.17
39.15
26.63
29.99
18.39
18.39
33.02
33.60
21.20
36.17
29.30
24.95
18.76
25.18
29.31
18.03
22.49
34.16
18.76
22.49
33.35
32.31
21.62
31.69

* - Employees that may be eligible to move to new position classification
during fiscal year 2026-2027.

RESOLUTION 2440















MAYOR PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR
Riley Ramsey Michael Hurff Jr.

FINANCE OFFICER/CITY CLERK
Andrew Lehr

June 23, 2026 &
July 14, 15, & 16", 2026

& Continuing as needed

Council Chambers
401 North Cheyenne

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Finance/Budget Meetings
Budget Fiscal Year 2026-2027 5:30 p.m.

Review Budget Timeline
Intro to ClearGov Program

State Entitlement
Property Taxes

Capital Improvement Plan (CIP)
Expenses Budget
Revenue Budget

O OO0 OO0 0O0

Meeting adjourned at P.M.

Continuing as needed
Meeting will be Audio Recorded ONLY - Montana Legislature House Bill 890

City of Hardin | 406 N. Cheyenne | Hardin, MT 59034 | 406-665-9260 Ext. 104 | hardinmt.com
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