
  

  
 

   
406 North Cheyenne  

Hardin MT 59034 
(406) 665-9260 

 
Committee Meeting  

AGENDA 
 

July 21, 2026 
 

Council Chambers 
401 N. Cheyenne 

 
 

 
 

 

                     PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
• Impact Fee Advisory Committee                                        6:00 p.m. 

 
o Investment Fees 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                             
                                                                                                       Meeting adjourned at ____________   P.M. 
 

Meetings are Audio Recorded Only 
Montana Legislature House Bill 890 



RESOLUTION NO. 2221

A RESOLUTION OF INTENT OF THE CITY OF HARDIN, MONTANA TO INCREASE
WATER AND SEWER IMPACT FEES AND ADOPTING THE SERVICE AREA

REPORT

WHEREAS, the City of Hardln desires to continue to implement Impact Fees to
fund the capital improvements of the water and sewer facilities, pursuant to Mont. Code
Ann. § 7-6-1601 (2017) and increase those rates;

WHEREAS, the City of Hardin has prepared a draft of a Service Area Report for
the water and sewer facilities, pursuant to Mont. Code Ann. § 7-6-1602 (2017), which
shows the actual cost of public facility expansion and improvements or the reasonable
estimates of the costs to be incurred by the City of Hardin as a result of new
development;

WHEREAS, the City of Hardin will provide notice of a hearing to be held on
November 19, 2019 at 6:15 p.m.; "

WHEREAS, the City had previously established water and sewer impact fees in
Resolution No. 1763 and desires to update those fees.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
HARDIN, MONTANA:

The City of Hardin intends to increase the water and sewer impact fees for the
next five years, effective January 1, 2020 until December 31, 2024 at a rate of 1 % per
year. The fees are supported by the findings in the Service Area Report, presented in
Exhibit A, attached. The City shall review and update the Service Area Report and
Impact Fees at the end of the five-year period.

Any person that is charged an impact fee and feels that an error has been made
may appeal the charge within 30 days to the Mayor of the City of Hardin. The Mayor
then has 30 days to respond with a decision. The Mayor's decision may be appealed to
the City Council within 30 days. The decision of the City Council is final.

A public hearing on the rate increase will be held on November 19, 2019 at 6:15
p.m. at the City Council Chambers, 401 North Cheyenne Avenue, Hardin, Montana
59034.

The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish or cause to be
published a copy of a notice of the passage of this resolution in the Big Horn County
News, a newspaper of general circulation in the City, on the dates of October 31, 2019,
November 7, 2019, and November 14, 2019 in the form and manner prescribed by law,
and to mail or cause to be mailed a copy of said notice to all customers of the Systems
at least 10 days and not more than 30 days prior to the public hearing.
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IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that That the City Council of the City of Hardin does
hereby adopt the Service Area Report created for the water and sewer facilities,
attached as Exhibit A.

The Council further resolves that employees of the City shall have the authority
to make any actions necessary to effectively execute this resolution, for the resolution to
have full effect and to comport with all parts of the laws of the State of Montana.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Hardin, Montana, and
APPROVED this day of October, 2019.

YEA VOTES S NAY VOTES

CITY OF HARDIN

BY; UXXJLSLP ATTEST:722^Mt£^
City Clerk
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2019

City of Hardin

Service Area Assessment

Water and Wastewater impact fees



City of Hardfn Service Area Report to Estabiish Impact Fees
§ 7-6-1602 MCA

Existing Conditions
Current Water treatment facility was last upgraded in 2014 with an approximate cost of 1.8 million and the current
Capital Improvement plan shows a current need of 1.5 million in upgrades. The wastewater treatment plants was last
upgraded in 2003 with an approximate cost of 1.9 million and the current Capital Improvement Plan shows a current
need of 11 million in upgrades.

Water Treatment- built in 1920, is having to perform Crypto testing over the next 2 years

Wastewater Treatment- built in 1979, is having elevated E-Coli levels. The recent Preliminary Engineering Report (PER)
done by Stahly engineering reveals that the existing wastewater treatment plant is seeing a large volume of infiltration
and Inflow into the system, which indicates that major capital improvements in the collection system may be needed.

Level of Service Standard

To provide safe drinking water to the service area as well as an adequate water source for emergency services, as well
provide wastewater treatment at generally acceptable levels for the present, and future growth, and to meet the
requirements of the Montana DEQand the US EPA.

Future Needs

To be able to provide safe and reliable services for increased residential and industrial growth within the city limits. A
recent Preliminary Engineering Report (PER) and an Infiltration and Inflow Study that the City conducted has identified
the following future needs.

1. 10*'' Street and Lessard Ave wastewater line replacement
2. Headworks building
3. 13**' Street Manholes replacement

The City is also aware of proposed growth in the City of Hardin with the construction of a new dentist office, a new bank,
a new government office building, and a new proposed health facility. These will all add to the capacity of the
wastewater treatment plant, as well as demand use of the water treatment plant.

identify Capital improvement Needs

Wastewater CIP and Water Treatment CIP show a current need of 12.S million for improvements

Capital Improvements needed for continued operation
All planned CIP are needed to maintain safe operation to provide services to the service area

Correlation between fees and benefits

Although there is only one service area, both the water and wastewater will require future service expansion related to
economic development. Investment fees in both areas may help reduce service cost or minimize the need to increase
the rate structure.

Transportation Facilities: N/A

Methodology and time period
To be defined in the yearly budget Monthly (Rates) and at least every S years, a fee schedule based on water line size
and use. Previously the city used Resolution No. 1763 to establish criteria to allocate the proportionate use of water and
sewer according to water line size for each connection.

Methodology to exclude operations and maintenance cost from the fee collection
All investment fees collected are kept separate and placed in the CIP fund for project funding. The Mayor, City Council,
Public Works Director and the City Finance Officer will keep the operations and maintenance costs separate and impact
fees will not be used for regular operations and maintenance.



Establish the amount of Impact fee

See investment fee schedule related to line size and previously adopted impact fees. A base fee for a % inch line will
remain on the fee schedule, even though the City no longer permits a 3/4 inch connection. The purpose of having a
base % inch fee is so that the City does not hold new development to a higher level of service than existing users. In the
event that a current user wants to replace or repair their service line, then they must install a 1 inch line, at a minimum,
and must pay the difference between the % inch base fee and the current investment fee for the 1 inch line, or
whichever new service line size that is installed.

Budget Component: Fee revenue will be placed into the CIP fund by the Finance ofhcer and identified in the budget i)
and li) Public works. Council and Engineers will coordinate project implementation, schedules, costs and service
expansion, ill) Mayor and Council will approve allocation of funds for CIP projects, iv) Impact advisory committee,
Council, Mayor, Public works and Finance will review fee schedule at minimum every 5 years for possible investment fee
changes.

Sources: The Following Sources and methodologies were used to determine the requirements of subsection (2) and
subsection (7) of § 7-6-1602: Resolution No. 1763, Impact fee information from:

Water and Wastewater Impact Fee Comparable

Hardin VS. Other Cities

Water Wastewater

Hardin $1297.79 $3122.16

Whitefish $2352.00 $2040.00

Missoula $2000.00 $2100.00

Bozeman $2547.00 $1179.00

Kalispeli $2567.00 $5757.00

Belgrade $2308.00 $1489.00

Three forks $1114.00 $3817.00

increase of 1% yearly over 5 year period

This Report shall be available to the Public, upon request.



Impact Fees

WATER

2012

Size

Current 2020

1.00%

2021

1.00%

2022

1.00%

2023

1.00%

2024

1.00%

0.75 $  987.60 $ 997.48 $ 1,007.45 $ 1,017.52 $ 1,027.70 $ 1,037.98
1.00 $  1,234.80 $ 1,247.15 $ 1,259.62 $ 1,272.22 $ 1,284.94 $ 1,297.79
1.50 $  1,976.40 $ 1,996.16 $ 2,016.12 $ 2,036.28 $ 2,056.64 $ 2,077.21
2.00 $ 3,706.60 $ 3,743.67 $ 3,781.11 $ 3,818.92 $ 3,857.11 $ 3,895.68
3.00 $ 6,274.60 $ 6,337.35 $ 6,400.72 $ 6,464.73 $ 6,529.38 $ 6,594.67
4.00 $ 6,655.20 $ 6,721.75 $ 6,788.97 $ 6,856.86 $ 6,925.43 $ 6,994.68

Increase by year 9.88 9.97 10.07 10.18 10.28

12.35 12.47 12.60 12.72 12.85

19.76 19.96 20.16 20.36 20.57

37.07 37.44 37.81 38.19 38.57

62.75 63.37 64.01 64.65 65.29

66.55 67.22 67.89 68.57 69.25

SEWER

Resolution

1763

2012

Current 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Size 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00%

0.75 $ 2,396.40 $ 2,420.36 $ 2,444.56 $ 2,469.01 $ 2,493.70 $ 2,518.64
1.00 $ 2,971.20 $ 3,000.91 $ 3,030.92 $ 3,061.23 $ 3,091.84 $ 3,122.76
1.50 $ 4,792.80 $ 4,840.73 $ 4,889.14 $ 4,938.03 $ 4,987.41 $ 5,037.28
2.00 $ 8,986.80 $ 9,076.67 $ 9,167.44 $ 9,259.11 $ 9,351.70 $ 9,445.22
3.00 $ 14,497.20 $ 14,642.17 $ 14,788.59 $ 14,936.48 $ 15,085.84 $ 15,236.70
4.00 $ 16,152.00 $16,313.52 $ 16,476.66 $ 16,641.43 $ 16,807.84 $ 16,975.92

Increase by year 23.96 24.20 24.45 24.69 24.94

29.71 30.01 30.31 30.61 30.92

47.93 48.41 48.89 49.38 49.87

89.87 90.77 91.67 92.59 93.52

144.97 146.42 147.89 149.36 150.86

161.52 163.14 164.77 166.41 168.08

Resolution 2221 Exhibit A



IMPACT/INVESTMENT FEE ANALYSIS

WATER

Investment Fees

North Custer Avenue extension

Water Treatment Plant Automation

deduct grants
City portion including loan

Totals

Revenues

07/2009 - 08/2019 37,038.02

FY2017

FY2014

37,038.02

1,824,803.49

(1,377,520.19)

Expenditures

68,337.19

447,283.30

515,620.49

SEWER

Investment Fees

1-90 Sanitary Sewer Extension & Lift

Station

deduct Electrical Generation Impact
transfer

Revenues

07/2009-08/2019 77,847.90

FY2013

Expenditures

365,514.27

(150,000.00)

215,514.27

1A Collection lines -CIPP throughout
City

IB WWTP to UV

IC Watson Drive extension

deduct grants
City portion including loans

Totals

FY2012

2,000,342.83

505,918.70

376,452.07

2,882,713.60

(1,290,700.00)

77,847.90

1,592,013.60

1,807,527.87

9/6/2019
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RESOLUTION NO. 2222

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HARDIN, MONTANA INCREASING WATER AND
SEWER IMPACT FEES

WHEREAS, the City of Hardin desires to continue to implement Impact Fees to
fund the capital improvements of the water and sewer facilities, pursuant to Mont. Code
Ann. § 7-6-1601 (2019) and desires to increase those rates;

WHEREAS, the City of Hardin has previously approved a Service Area Report
for the water and sewer facilities, pursuant to Mont. Code Ann. § 7-6-1602 (2017),
which shows the actual cost of public facility expansion and improvements or the
reasonable estimates of the costs to be incurred by the City of Hardin as a result of new
development;

WHEREAS, the City of Hardin provided notice of a hearing to be held on
November 19, 2019 at 6:15 p.m. and said hearing was held for members of the public
and residents of the City of Hardin;

WHEREAS, the City had previously established water and sewer impact fees in
Resolution No. 1763 and desires to update those fees.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
HARDIN, MONTANA:

The water and sewer impact fees for the next five years, as presented in Exhibit
A, are hereby adopted and effective January 1, 2020 until December 31, 2024. The
City shall review and update the Service Area Report and Impact Fees at the end of a
five-year period.

Any person that is charged an impact fee and feels that an error has been made
may appeal the charge within 30 days to the Mayor of the City of Hardin. The Mayor
then has 30 days to respond with a decision. The Mayor's decision may be appealed to
the City Council within 30 days. The decision of the City Council is final.

The Council further resolves that employees of the City shall have the authority
to make any actions necessary to effectively execute this resolution, for the resolution to
have full effect and to comport with all parts of the laws of the State of Montana.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Hardin, Montana, and
APPROVED this R — day of November, 2019.

YEA VOTES Lp NAY VOTES 0
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CITY OF HARD!

BY:

Mayor
f )uAnO

SBM^

Cqu^

ATTEST:

Cit/Clerk
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Impact Fees

WATER

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Size 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00%

0.75 $ 997.48 $ 1,007.45 $ 1,017.52 $ 1,027.70 $ 1,037.98

1.00 $ 1,247.15 $ 1,259.62 $ 1,272.22 $ 1,284.94 $ 1,297.79

1.50 $ 1,996.16 $ 2,016.12 $ 2,036.28 $ 2,056.64 $ 2,077.21

2.00 $ 3,743.67 $ 3,781.11 $ 3,818.92 $ 3,857.11 $ 3,895.68

3.00 $ 6,337.35 $ 6,400.72 $ 6,464.73 $ 6,529.38 $ 6,594.67

4.00 $ 6,721.75 $ 6,788.97 $ 6,856.86 $ 6,925.43 $ 6,994.68

SEWER

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Size 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00%

0.75 $ 2,420.36 $ 2,444.56 $ 2,469.01 $ 2,493.70 $ 2,518.64

1.00 $ 3,000.91 $ 3,030.92 $ 3,061.23 $ 3,091.84 $ 3,122.76

1.50 $ 4,840.73 $ 4,889.14 $ 4,938.03 $ 4,987.41 $ 5,037.28

2.00 $ 9,076.67 $ 9,167.44 $ 9,259.11 $ 9,351.70 $ 9,445.22

3.00 $ 14,642.17 $ 14,788.59 $ 14,936.48 $ 15,085.84 $ 15,236.70

4.00 $ 16,313.52 $ 16,476.66 $ 16,641.43 $ 16,807.84 $ 16,975.92

Resolution 2222 Exhibit A
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July 21, 2026 
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 AUDIO RECORDING BEGINS   
 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:30 P.M.   
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    
 

ROLL CALL: Mayor: __________  
Alderpersons: Steven Hopes      __________         Clayton Greer __________         Chris Sharpe            __________ 
  George Toyne      __________         Jeremy Krebs  __________         Antonio Espinoza   __________ 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  
Council Meeting    07/07/2026                                   Claims 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT (agenda items only):   3 minutes per person 
 
 
 
 

MAYOR:   
 
 
              

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
• Personnel Committee/City Policy: Mayor 
• Sewer & Water:  Hopes                                
• Streets & Alleys:  Hopes      
• Law Enforcement: Toyne                             
• Parks & Playgrounds: Krebs            
• Finance/Landfill: Greer 
• Impact Fee Advisory: Greer 

o Investment Fees 
• Resolutions and Ordinances:  Sharpe                   
• Economic Development:  Toyne 
 

 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 
 

PETITIONS & COMMUNICATIONS: 
o Montana League of Cities and Towns 95th Annual Conference 
o City-County Planning Board Minutes  

 
 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
o Northcon, Inc. Change Order NO. 4 – $15,829.49 
o Auditor Bid for Fiscal Years 2025, 2026, & 2027 

 
 
 

STAFF REPORTS  
• Public Works:   
• Finance:         First Interstate Investment Account Update      

• Police:             
• Legal:              Big Horn Hospital Settlement     
• Economic Development:  

 

RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES: 
Resolution NO.  2443 – Authorizing the Submission of Montana Department of Commerce Coal Board 
Application in Support of the Purchase of Sewer Inspection Camera 
 

 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:    3 minutes per person 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
Employee Anniversaries: Nathan McConnell, 3 years; Michael O’Riehl, 4 years; Kimberly Schaak, 1 year; Tina Toyne, 
2 years 
 

Alley Clean-Up:  Monday, July 27 2026.  Have items out by 8:00 a.m.  
 

Public Hearing:  Budget Amendments FY 2025/2026: Council Chambers Tuesday, August 4, 2026 at 6:10 p.m. 
 

 

Public Hearing:  Street Maintenance District & Levies and Assessments FY 2025/2026: Council Chambers Tuesday, 
                               August 4, 2026 at 6:20 p.m. 
 

City of Hardin Job Openings:  Full-time positions: Police Chief, Police Officer, School Resource Officer SRO, Maintenance 
Worker I, and Animal Control/Code Enforcement 
 

LEGAL: Closed Session:  Update on Pending Litigation 
 

 

  Meeting adjourned at ____________P.M. 
AUDIO RECORDING ENDS 

 
 

Additions to the Agenda can be voted on by Council to add to the Agenda for the next Council meeting. 
Agenda items will need to be submitted by Wednesday noon before a Tuesday Council meeting.               
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THE COMMON COUNCIL  
CITY of HARDIN, MONTANA  
 
 
COUNCIL MEETING: The Regular Council Meeting for July 7, 2026 was called to order  
at 6:30 p.m. with Mayor Riley Ramsey presiding by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following Aldermen were present:  Steven Hopes, Clayton Greer, Chris Sharpe, George Toyne 
and Jeremy Krebs.  Antonio Espinoza was excused. 
 
Also present:  Finance Officer/City Clerk Andrew Lehr, Public Works Director Michael Hurff, Jr.,  
Economic Development Director Tina Toyne, Deputy City Clerk Angela Zimmer, Attorney Jordan 
Knudsen, and Interim Chief of Police Tyler Nedens. 
 
Also present: Several Members of the Public 

 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS & CLAIMS:  Hopes motioned to approve the 
Council Meeting of  June 16, 2026 as written.  Motion seconded by Greer. On a voice vote the 
motion was unanimously approved.   

 
 

Greer made a motion to approve the claims for July 7, 2026.   
 
                                                        CLAIM No.                                           Monthly Total 
 

 April, 2026                       33932-33933, 33952,                                    $       9,217.29                                              

 May, 2026                                    33965                                                      527,925.92                                                                                       
 

 June, 2026           33934-33938, 33940-33951, 33953-33964 
                             33966-33977, 33979-33985, 33988-33992 
                             33994-34012, 34015-34106, 34018-34022 
                                                 34024-34027                                                279,913.83      
 

July, 2026                    33939, 33978, 33986, 34013-34014 
                                               34017, 34023                                                 177,910.88                                             
    
 

Claims Total (Expenditures)                                                                $   994, 967.92 
June, 2026                                                                                                    271,486.35 
TOTAL Submitted                                                                                $ 1,266,454.27 
 

Hopes seconded the motion. On a voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  3 minutes per person     N/A 

 
MAYOR:  

Mayor Ramsey reported the City has offered the Chief of Police position conditionally to 
someone; the candidate is going through the background process. 

 

Corrina Kirschenmann-Kuntz asked if they will be living in the community.  Mayor Ramsey 
noted they would. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Personnel Policy/City Policy:   
 
Sewer & Water:  
 Hopes reported the Water and Waste Water Plant are doing alright. 
 
Streets & Alleys:  
 Hopes reported there were bid openings for three garbage trucks.  The City crew has been 
patching streets; they are working hard to get that done.   

 
Law Enforcement: 

Toyne reported things seem to be going good.  
 

Parks & Playgrounds:  
Krebs reported there was a really good turn-out for the Grand Opening for South Park; people 

were having a lot of fun; there were door prizes; and people enjoying their day.  He extended a 
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“Thank You” for the help to the City and everyone that volunteered for the event.  There was 
further discussion about the splash pad drain; Hurff reported a clean-out drain will be dug in.  Krebs 
noted he hoped to get cameras up at the park soon.  There was further discussion about vandalism 
at the park. 

 
Hurff noted the City received a certificate from the Library for helping with their event at the 

South Park Splash Pad. 
 

Finance/Landfill: 
 Greer reported Budget Meetings are coming up on July 14th, 15th, 16th, and continuing as 
needed.  He noted work is expected to begin on the septic tank at the landfill.  
 
Resolutions & Ordinances:  

 
Economic Development:  

Alderman Toyne reported the City Economic Development Director, Tina Toyne, is working 
on the Infill and Redevelopment project and she has been attending meetings for the Pilot Tourism 
Grant.  Tina Toyne reported she attended a Visit Southeast Montana Board Meeting in Broadus 
and the Visit Southeast Montana Executive Board Meeting today online. 

 

Corrina Kirschenmann-Kuntz asked how it is coming along with the Wayfinding signs.  Tina 
Toyne noted the City will be putting out a Request for Proposal for the project. 

 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 

 

 
PETITIONS & COMMUNICATIONS: 

 Mayor Ramsey reported the City received a newsletter from the Montana Department of 
Transportation. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

Knudsen reported he sent the Big Horn County Hospital the proposal that Council had 
decided; to pay $25,000 last fiscal year plus $10,000 each fiscal year after that to settle hospital 
debts for those taken to the hospital after arrests.  He corresponded with their attorney and the 
proposal came back with one of the most important portions of the proposed agreement cut out 
which was no future billing.  Knudsen noted the City, by Montana Law is not responsible for these 
medical bills unless we cause the injury.  Their counter proposal is they will accept the payment 
of $25,000 plus $10,000 for the next four years to settle past debt, but does not address any future 
billing.  Toyne recommended to negotiate an exam fee with the hospital and if they want to do 
other tests they can cover it. Knudsen noted the City does not ask for the evaluation, the County 
jail turns the City away and says to get them evaluated; they ask for it.  They have no legal authority 
to say no when the City brings somebody in; they have no legal authority to say go get a medical 
screening first.  He added he understands why they do it.  The City has been compliant.  There was 
further discussion by Council.  Krebs noted he would like the paragraph that Knudsen liked to be 
put back in the agreement. Hopes voiced to send it back. Knudsen noted no action is to be taken 
now, he was just looking for guidance. 

 

Lehr reviewed sewer repair bills from the emergency repair at Mitchell Avenue and 3rd Street; 
Pace Construction - $38,577.98, Mountain West - $6,475.00, and Fisher Sand & Gravel – $15,150.  
Hurff reported Pace Construction gave a fifteen percent discount and Mountain West gave about 
an eight percent discount.  It was reported the total is around $60,202.98.  Hurff reported there will 
be a cost for the blacktop; waiting on the invoice.  Greer motioned to approve the sewer bills.    
Hopes seconded.  On a voice vote the motion was unanimously approved. 

 
NEW BUSINESS:  

Officer Raymond Longstreth was sworn in by Mayor Ramsey. 
 
Hurff reviewed the four bids the City received for 3 Tandem Axle Dump Trucks. Hopes asked 

Hurff what his recommendation was. Hurff reported his recommendation is to move forward with 
I-State Truck in the amount of $170,677.00 for each truck.  Greer motioned to approve the bid 
from I-State Truck in the amount of $170,677 each for three dump trucks. Hopes seconded. There 
was further discussion about the current trucks and the new ones. On a voice vote the motion was 
unanimously approved. 

 
Hurff reviewed the two bids the City received for a Crawler Loader for the Landfill.  The 

lowest bid was submitted by RDO Equipment Co. in the amount of $320,000.  Hopes motioned to 
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accept the bid from RDO for $320,000,  Greer seconded.  There was further discussion about the 
equipment and what it will be used for.  On a voice vote the motion was unanimously approved. 

   
Mayor Ramsey reported Northcon, Inc. submitted Pay Application No. 12 in the amount of 

$834,564.90 for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Project. Toyne motioned to approve the Pay 
Application. Krebs seconded. On a voice vote the motion was unanimously approved.   

 
 Lehr reviewed Amendment NO. 1 of the Interlocal Agreement with Lodge Grass.  Greer 
motioned to approve Amendment NO. 1.  Hopes seconded.  Krebs asked Knudsen if he was okay 
with this.  Knudsen verified he is. On a voice vote the motion was unanimously approved. 

 
Lehr reviewed the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the City of Hardin, Town 

of Lodge Grass, and Western Municipal.  Greer motioned to approve the money for the MOU.  
Hopes seconded.  On a voice cote the motion was unanimously approved. Greer seconded. On a 
voice vote the motion was unanimously approved. 

 
Hurff provided an overview of the EJCDC agreement between the City of Hardin and Stahly 

Engineering for professional services.   The work to be completed is at the 200 Block of Crawford 
Ave. is estimated to be around $80,000 to replace the water line and street.  The project is expected 
to be complete by August 31st, before school starts. Toyne asked if this could be partially funded 
by a grant if applied for. Lehr noted there are CDBG Grants opening up soon for construction; the 
City could apply for a grant.  He added there is funding available in the street and water funds. 
Greer noted this needs to be done right now.  There was discussion about waiting to apply for a 
grant as to doing the project now.  Hurff noted this project has been on the books for a while.  
Toyne noted he would make a motion to wait and apply for the grant and apply for it for two blocks 
instead of one and plan it next year.  Hopes noted they have to patch that street all the time.  Krebs 
noted if the City can get an $80,000/$90,000 grant, the money could be used somewhere else; other 
streets in town. Krebs asked Lehr what his opinion financially of the best route to go.  Lehr noted 
his opinion is the City should move forward with this one block and apply for other grants for 
streets. Knudsen noted there is a motion pending with no second.  Ramsey asked if there was a 
second to the motion to delay.  The motion died for lack of a second.  Hopes motioned to get the 
project done.  Greer seconded.  Knudsen asked Hopes to clarify his motion.  Hopes motioned to 
go with Stahly Engineering, EJCDC,  for the 200 Block of Crawford Avenue.  On  a voice vote 
the motion passed. (3/2) Krebs and Toyne voting Nay. 

 
Mayor Ramsey requested approval of his appointment of Brian Seely to the Impact Fee 

Advisory Committee.  Greer motioned to approve Brian Seely as the appointment to the Impact 
Fee Advisory Committee.  Sharpe seconded.  On a voice vote the motioned passed. (4/1) Hopes 
abstained. 

 
Mayor Ramsey reported Wharton Asphalt is doing road repairs for the County near the 

Fairgrounds; a block on the south side of the railroad tracks on Center Ave.  The bid is for this side 
of the tracks of Center Avenue, $32,659.  He reported he and Hurff  have spoken with County 
Commissioner Larry Vandersloot; the County would pick up and procure the asphalt, the estimated 
City portion would be $17,069.  The County will pay for that.  Mayor Ramsey reviewed the scope 
of the project. Krebs motioned to approve the amount of $32,659 to get the rest of the work done.  
Sharpe seconded.   

 
STAFF REPORTS: 
Public Works:  

Hurff reported the City received a certificate of appreciation from the Library for the Splash 
Pad. 

  
Finance: 

Lehr reported the Audit RFP’s are due in a couple of weeks.  The new website will be coming 
out in the next few weeks; emails will change with the new website. Budget Meetings are 
scheduled for next Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday and continuing as needed.  
 
Police: 
 Interim Chief of Police Nedens reviewed calls for service.  He reported Officer Joshua Sederes 
will be graduating from the Montana Law Enforcement Academy July 21st and Officer Raymond 
Longstreth is scheduled to go to the Academy in September. 
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Legal: 
 

Economic Development:  
Tina Toyne reported she and Alexandria Edwards attended the Reimagining Rural Conference 

in Townsend; the focus was on strengthening rural communities through volunteerism, 
partnerships, and community engagement.  She provided more information on the key takeaways 
from the meeting. 

 
RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES: 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 3 minutes per person 

 Corrina Kirschenmann- Kuntz, resident, asked if the City was hiring Animal Control.  Ramsey 
noted the City is looking to combine Animal Control with Code Enforcement. 

 

Karleen Pitsch, resident, reported someone in town has rabbits. Knudsen read City Code 
regarding rabbits.  Toyne noted she can fill out a complaint form.  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Mayor Ramsey reported Budget Meetings are scheduled for July 14th, 15th, and 16th, 2026 and 
Continuing as needed.  The City-County Planning Board has Public Hearings and a Regular 
Meeting scheduled for Monday, July 13, 2026 in Council Chambers for the Hill-Scott Garage and 
Zoning Ordinance for Marijuana. At 7:00 p.m.   

 

The City of Hardin has the following Job Openings:  Full-time positions – Police Chief and Police 
Officers. 

 
 

Carole Fox asked didn’t the City settle that ordinance for the marijuana.  Mayor Ramsey noted 
as for City Council, it is. 
 
Greer motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:29 p.m.  Sharpe seconded.  On a voice vote, the motion 
was unanimously approved.  
 

 
 
_________________________________ 
Riley Ramsey, Mayor     

 
 
 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 

 
 
 

______________________________ 
Andrew Lehr, Finance Officer/City Clerk 



























































































Page 1 of 1 

RESOLUTION NO. 2443 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HARDIN, MONTANA AUTHORIZING THE 
SUBMISSION OF MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE COAL BOARD 
APPLICATION IN SUPPORT OF THE PURCHASE OF SEWER INSPECTION 

CAMERA. 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Hardin desires to apply for a Montana Department of 
Commerce Coal Board Grant in order to a sewer inspection camera; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Hardin has the authority to purchase equipment, subject 
to the bidding requirements of Mont. Code Ann. § 7-5-4302 (2025).  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
HARDIN, MONTANA:  
 
 That the City Council of the City of Hardin does hereby authorize Mayor Riley 
Ramsey to submit an application to the Montana Department of Commerce Coal Board, 
on behalf of City of Hardin, in order to seek grant funds to assist with the purchase of a 
sewer inspection camera, and to provide such additional information to the Montana 
Department of Commerce Coal Board, as may be required. 
 

The City of Hardin agrees to comply with all Federal and State laws and 
regulations and the requirements described in the Montana Department of Commerce 
Coal Board Application and all other requirements. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Hardin, Montana, and 
APPROVED this _________ day of July, 2026. 
 

 
 YEA VOTES __________   NAY VOTES __________ 
 
 
CITY OF HARDIN 
 
BY:_____________________________  ATTEST:________________________ 
       Mayor            City Clerk 
 
 
  



MAYOR 
Riley Ramsey 

 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
Michael Hurff Jr.  

FINANCE OFFICER/CITY CLERK 
Andrew Lehr 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
   City 
  Of 

  Hardin 
 
 
 

Monday, July 27, 2026  
Have items out by 8:00 a.m. 

 
City will be picking up items that are placed in the alley away  

from trash cans, not obstructing entry way through alley. 
~Branches need to be less than 8 feet~ 

(NO tires. NO appliances that contain Freon.) 
 

 
                Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to serve the citizens of Hardin. Please follow us on the 
website, www.hardinmt.com, for extended details of the ordinances. Please contact us by phone, email, or 
simply stop by and let us know how we can improve our services.      

 
City Hall at 665-9260  

 Ext. 104 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
  
  

Notice is hereby given, that on August 4, 2026 at 6:10 p.m. a Public Hearing will be held 
in the Public Utility Facility, located at 401 North Cheyenne, Hardin, Montana concerning 
Amendments to the Budget for the 2025-2026 fiscal year. 
  
Any taxpayer or citizen may appear at the meeting and be heard for or against any part of 
the City’s proposed 2025-2026 budget amendments. Comments may be oral and/or 
written. The budget amendments can be inspected by the public from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m., Monday through Friday in the Finance Office, City Administrative Offices, 406 
North Cheyenne Avenue, Hardin, MT. 
  
Council intends to take action on the Budget Amendments for the 2025-2026 fiscal year 
on Tuesday, August 4, 2026 at the Regular Council meeting at 6:30 p.m. or as soon 
thereafter the Public Hearing is concluded. 
  
For further information please contact Andrew Lehr at the City Finance Office, 406 North 
Cheyenne Avenue, Hardin, MT  59034 or 406-665-9260 Ext. 102. 
  
Dated at Hardin, Montana, this 13th day of July, 2026.  
/s/ Andrew Lehr, Finance Officer/City Clerk 
 
Publish July 22 and July 29 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Notice is hereby given, that on the 4th day of August, 2026 at 6:20 p.m., the City of Hardin 
will hold a public hearing in the Council Chambers, located at 401 North Cheyenne Ave, 
Hardin, Montana, concerning the Street Maintenance District, and Street Maintenance 
levies and assessments for the 2026- 2027 fiscal year. 

All citizens are invited to attend and provide the Council with oral and/or written comments 
concerning the City’s Street Maintenance District, Levies and Assessments. The district, 
levies and assessments can be inspected by the public from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday in the Finance Office, City Administrative Offices, 406 North Cheyenne 
Avenue, Hardin, Montana. 

Council will take action on the levies and assessments FOR 2026-2027 fiscal year on 
Tuesday, August 4, 2026 at the Regular Council Meeting at 6:30 p.m. or as soon 
thereafter the Public Hearing is concluded. 

For further information please contact the City Finance Office at 406 North Cheyenne 
Avenue, Hardin, MT 59034 or 406-665-9260 Ext. 102. 

Dated at Hardin, Montana, this 15th day of July, 2026. 

/s/ Andrew Lehr 

Finance Officer/City Clerk 

Publish July 22 and July 29 
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