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CITY of HARDIN 
 

Law Enforcement Committee Meeting 
 

April 7, 2026 
 
 
The Law Enforcement Committee meeting began at 5:37 p.m. In attendance were Committee 
members George Toyne, Chris Sharpe, Clayton Greer and Steven Hopes. Council members 
Antonio Espinoza, Jeremy Krebs and Mayor Riley Ramsey were also present. City Staff 
members present were Finance Officer/ City Clerk Andrew Lehr, Public Works Director 
Michael Hurff, Deputy City Clerk Angela Zimmer, Attorney Jordan Knudsen, and Police Chief 
Paul George Jr., and several members of the public virtually by Zoom and in person. 
 
Public Comment: During the meeting. 
 
Toyne reported he called the meeting to talk about Animal Control. The city does not have a 
place to house animals when they are caught. The 4-H has a building they are taking bids for; 
it has electric heat and an air conditioner. Janelle Weinberg, President of H.E.P. (Help Every 
Pet) Club and local business owner, provided a review of the building and reported it would 
work if cats were in kennels. There was discussion about where the building would be located. 
There was further discussion about the problem of cats in town. Espinoza asked where the cats 
will go after they have been in the building. Toyne reported he is currently working on it and 
noted he has looked into the State; a license can be obtained for euthanasia facility. He noted 
the only way to do euthanasia is with drugs, but can be done with gas (Co2). His research 
shows that is the only way other states are allowed to do it. Toyne reported for about a $1,000 
a gas facility can be set up; if the state were to sign off on it. The cheapest found to put a cat 
down is about $100 per cat. He noted Knudsen can look into it to make sure we are compliant 
with the state. 
 
Loretta Barnes, with H.E.P., noted you would need to be careful; you are not just euthanizing 
feral cats, you would be euthanizing sick feral cats. If you start euthanizing healthy feral cats 
you will be blacklisted. She noted she knows it is a problem; people are not taking 
responsibility for what they are doing, she and Weinberg provided examples. Mayor Ramsey 
noted the point of this is to figure out how to control the population correctly. Debbie Winburn, 
resident and local business owner, asked if there could be an ordinance that makes it illegal to 
be feeding the cats. It was noted there is an ordinance. Toyne noted the City has to get a facility 
and have an exit strategy before educating the public and start implementing enforcement of 
the ordinances. Sharpe read City Ordinance Title 6, Chapter 2, Section 12(A): Attracting 
Animals. It was noted that is not being called in to the proper authorities. Sharpe explained he 
has let people know to take pictures and call it in. Loretta Barnes noted there are a lot of people 
that support feral cat colonies. Toyne noted everything the City would do needs to be legal and 
clarified. Knudsen noted the City is authorized to euthanize by state law; both dogs and cats. 
There was further discussion. Toyne noted the City needs a set policy; five days to claim the 
cat; pay a fine for being at large and if no one claims the animal it is put down. Winburn noted 
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when this is up and running and there are tame strays she will run an ad for them under 
announcements with a description in the Original Briefs at no charge. Knudsen noted he has a 
call into the executive director of the Board of Veterinary Medicine, what they will regulate, 
and what is outside the scope of their regulation. Police Chief Paul George, Jr. noted the Police 
Service Aide took over the Animal Control; his recommendation is to not associate the cat 
business with the Police Department.  
 
Sharpe asked when the 4-H needed the bid by. Toyne noted he was going to contact them after 
the meeting. Knudsen explained the purchase of a building wasn’t properly noticed on the 
agenda to make the purchase; the recommendation is to have the property noticed to the public. 
 
Toyne noted his intention was to ask Council if they want to go forward and create a 
department to take care of this problem, investigate, and do the euthanasia in house. Sharpe 
noted he would like to have Knudsen look at the legal, what the City can and can’t do and have 
it written how the excess cats will be handled. He wants a clear policy and not have it turn into 
a shelter; adding the building cannot be purchased tonight. Enzminger provided options for the 
friendly cats; they have resources. Sharpe noted he would like to see it on paper first; a motion 
would be needed to buy the building. Knudsen noted his concern is that the notice on the 
agenda is vague. There was discussion about another committee meeting. 
 
Toyne expressed his opinion that part of the problem with the people on the streets is the over 
sales of alcohol in facilities in the City. He would like to see over sales to people who are 
intoxicated to be enforced. Knudsen noted the City can prosecute sales to intoxicated persons; 
it is a misdemeanor. Police Chief Paul George, Jr. noted the majority of the folks who are 
intoxicated that are getting alcohol are getting other people to purchase it for them or stealing 
it; they are not being sold the products. Knudsen reviewed the possible legal consequences of 
selling to an intoxicated individual. Hopes noted the first approach would be communication. 
Toyne agreed, the Police Chief and Sheriff could go to each individual place of sales to let 
them know they will be enforcing the laws. Shannon Pitsch, resident, noted every year they 
have to be certified with Safe Serve to sell the alcohol; and when you first become a server, 
you have a short amount of time to get the certification. Two representatives from Town Pump 
were present. She noted that the cashiers are certified, they do not work a till unless they take 
the responsible alcohol sales class and added they do their due diligence to keep the public 
safe. The state requires the certification every three years; Town Pump requires it every year. 
Krebs noted it would be good to send out letters. 
 
Toyne will visit with the 4-H to see if they can hold off going out to bid for the building until 
the Council meets again. The consensus of the committee is to have another committee meeting 
on the same night of the next Regular Council meeting.  
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The meeting adjourned at 6:39 p.m. 
 
 

____________________________________________ 
George Toyne, Law Enforcement Chairmen 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Andrew Lehr, Finance Officer/City Clerk 


















































































































